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AMERICAN BEAUTY 

David O. Russell —— 

(center) directs © COVER Top 10: The Best of 2013 © Jena Malone Not long ago, 
Bradley Cooper and Our definitive lists of the movies, TV Malone was so sick of waiting for 
Amy Adams in shows, albums, singles, and books that —_ the phone to ring that she nearly 
American Hustle, No. 2 ruled, shocked, and rocked the year. quit acting. Now she’s back with a 
on Owen Gleiberman’s , vengeance in The Hunger Games: 
list of this year’s © Lone Survivor in 2005, a Navy Catching Fire. BY KAREN VALBY 


top 10 movies SEAL team stationed in Afghanistan 
came under fire. All but one of them 
were killed. Lone Survivor, starring 
Mark Wahlberg, tells the story of the 
man who lived. BY GRADY SMITH 
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Gone too fast: remembering Paul 
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Horror’s Head Cases 

And the EWwy for Best Acting by a Disembodied Head goes 
to... American Horror Story: Coven's Kathy Bates! Just by 
using her facial expressions, she knocks it out of the park in 
your cover and feature photos! 

DIANE BLUMENTHAL 

Silver Spring, Md. 


What would've possessed you to talk about an episode 

that hasn't even aired yet? | purposely don’t watch previews 
so twists won't be spoiled. No such luck with LaLaurie’s 
decapitation once | opened my mailbox. 

KENNETH PACE 

Rome, NY. 


The editors respond... Dear Annoyed: Every week, we debate 

how much to reveal about the projects we're covering. The 
brilliant idea for this particular cover photo—featuring Kathy Bates’ 
head on a platter—actually came from AHS co-creator Ryan Murphy 
himself and once we heard it, no other image would do. Did we worry 
it might bother some of our more spoiler-sensitive readers? Yes. Was 
that worry enough to stop us from proceeding with such a visually 
arresting cover? No. 


Crying Foul 

I'm a young film lover, and MPAA ratings have an important 
effect on my movie-watching ability (News and Notes). 
Because of the MPAA, instead of learning something from 
The King’s Speech, children will mindlessly absorb the violence 
of a popcorn movie like Insidious: Chapter 2. But hey, at least 
the killer has a clean mouth, right? 

CAROLINE AARON 

Londonderry, N.H. 


yy YOU TWEET, WE LISTEN 


THE DAY OF THE DOCTOR EXPLODED ON TV—AND ONLINE 


If the show goes long 
enough, we’ll all get 
to play the Doctor. 
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After vanquishing You-Know-Who, Harry Potter faced some literary giants 
in our online bracket game. But even John Green, author of runner-up 
The Fault in Our Stars, conceded on Twitter: “I wanted to vote for myself. 
But I voted for Harry.” Looks like the Boy Who Lived will live forever. 


| voted for this 
over Potter purely 
because | think it 
is better written. 
I’m sure lots of 
people will dis- 
agree, but reading 
is, as with all 
media, something 
that is completely 
subjective. 


| love Harry Potter, 
lreally do. But | 
feel Mockingbird 
has so much 

more depth. It’s 
one of the 

few books that 
can truly be 

called a classic. 
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It taught us that 
it's okay to be who 
you are—and it’s 
okay not to be sure 
of who you are— 
as long as you and 
the people you 
love accept your 
true self, along 
with the baggage 
that comes with it. 


It's the series 

that busted open 
the YA genre. 

| don’t think 
young-adult books 
would be what 
they are now 
without the help 
of J.K. Rowling. 
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+ The Top 10 Things We Love This Week /_— 
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(From left) Zoé Saldana, 
Christian Bale, Casey Affleck, 
and Woody Harrelson 


Peet @ mare" 
OUT OF THE FURNACE 


A mesmerizing drama set in the jagged underworld 
of the rust belt, Furnace stars Christian Bale as an 
ex-con searching for his missing brother, who ran 
afoul of some very dangerous operators. (Rated R) 
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3. THE PRINCE 
OF RISK, 

by Christopher 
Reich A financial 
thriller may seem 
like an oxymoron, 
but master of 
suspense Reich 
knows better, 
weaving a grip- 
ping novel about 
a hedge-fund 
manager trying 
to uncover the 


2. SIX BY SONDHEIM Theater's greatest living composer niystety behind 

epic ere the assassination 
deconstructs his life and legacy in this spectacular documen- of tieccennamic 
tary, which also highlights classic tunes reinvented by the likes 


of Darren Criss and Audra McDonald. (HBO, Dec. 9, 9 p.m.) Leste atl . 


his father. 


CHRISTOPHER 


4, SONS OF ANARCHY Season 6 has been a relentless brew 
of spilled blood and bitter betrayals. Maybe you should bone up 
now on VOD before the Dec. 10 season finale, because we can’t 
be sure anyone will make it out alive. (FX, Tuesdays, 10 p.m.) 


MARY POPPINS: WALT DISNEY PICTURES/PHOTOFEST; MARS: JEFF KRAVITZ/FILMMAGIC.COM; PERRY: CHRISTOPHER POLK/GETTY IMAGES; 


BEYONCE: LARRY BUSACCA/CHIME FOR CHANGE/GETTY IMAGES FOR GUCCI; THE SING-OFF: TYLER GOLDEN/NBC 


Buy. 


5. ‘ ay Get prepped 
for the behind-the-scenes magic dramatized in Dec. 13’s 
Oscar contender Saving Mr. Banks with a high-def update of 
the 1964 classic that’s fit for a queen—or at least a practically 
perfect nanny. (Rated G) 


7.T Dust off that collegiate cardigan and check 
out the lovable a cappella competition, back for a surprise 
season 4 (thanks, Pitch Perfect and Pentatonix!) that will air 
seven episodes between Dec. 9 and 23. (NBC; check schedule) 
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A GENTLEMAN'S GUIDE TO LOVE AND MURDER: JOAN MARCUS; SLEEPY HOLLOW: BROWNIE HARRIS/FOX 
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8. AGENTLEMAN’S GUIDE TO LOVE 
AND MURDER Tony winner Jefferson 
Mays delivers a tour-de-force comedy 
performance as eight doomed heirs in 
this winning new musical, now charming 
(and slaying) audiences in an open run at 
Broadway's Walter Kerr Theatre. 


9. AUTOBIOGRAPHY, 


by Morrissey 
The former 
Smiths frontman 
and eternal 

Pope of Mope 
gives us the full 
Moz experience 
in one fascinating 
(not to mention 
well-written) 
tome, delving into 
his Dickensian 
childhood and his 
notorious tenure 
as rock’s most 


cantankerous star. 


10. SLEEPY 
HOLLOW 

The supernatural 
drama took 

a while to find 

its head, but it’s 
become one of 
the fall’s best 
new series cour- 
tesy of cheeky 
revisionist his- 
tory and the 
crackling chemis- 
try between 
Ichabod Crane 
and Abbie Mills, 
his partner in 
preventing the 
apocalypse. (Fox, 
Mondays, 9 p.m.) 


Your piehole just smiled. 
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“‘Friend’ meant ‘brother’ 
to Paul,” says Scott 
Caan. “I loved this man 
with all my heart.” 


© 973-2013] 
Gone Too Fast 


Paul Walker was more than Hollywood’s 
hottest wingman. He was one of the good guys. 
BY DARREN FRANICH 


ORPHAN BLACK: STEVE WILKIE/BBC AMERICA; WALKER: PERRY HAGOPIAN/CONTOUR BY GETTY IMAGES 
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In the end, it was tempting to 
see a fatal irony or, at least, the 
cruelest coincidence. Paul 
Walker spent much of his 
onscreen life driving fast cars 
furiously. On the afternoon of 
Nov. 80, in Santa Clarita, Calif., 
Walker hopped into a bright 
red 2005 Porsche Carrera GT 
with his friend and business 
partner, 38-year-old Roger 
Rodas. Around 3:80, the Porsche 
crashed into two trees on Her- 
cules Street and was consumed 
in flames, killing both men. The 
40-year-old actor wasn’t at the 
wheel. In his last drive, Paul 
Walker rode shotgun. 

He had been doing that for 
most of his career, in a way. The 
California-born actor rose 
through the Hollywood ranks as 
a YM-ready dreamboat at the 
center of the late-’90s teen- 
movie wave, starring as the Big 
Man on Campus in films such as 
She’s All That and The Skulls. 
(For good measure, he played an 
older vintage of High School 
Cool in Pleasantville.) But Walker 
wasn’t the real star of any of 
those movies: In each, he’s the 
beautiful blue-eyed second fid- 
dle. One of his early lead roles 
came in Joy Ride, and director 
John Dahl remembers how 
Walker introduced himself: 
“You know, I’m not really an 


actor. I’ma surfer who occasion- 


” 


ally gets work as an actor. 

That humility informed Walk- 
er’s life and work, extending to 
even his most defining role, as 
Brian O’Conner in the Fast & 
Furious franchise. The first film 
was designed as a star vehicle 
for Walker by Skulls director 
Rob Cohen, but O’Conner 
quickly became the straight man 
to Vin Diesel in that film, and 
later to Tyrese Gibson and the 


FAST FIVE: JAIMIE TRUEBLOOD; WALKER, DIESEL, AND GIBSON: DAVE M. BENETT/WIREIMAGE.COM 


With Diesel and 
Tyrese Gibson 
at the world 
premiere of Fast 
& Furious 6 
on May 7 
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whole flashy Fast cast. “I was 
surprised he never became more 
of a leading man,” says 2 Fast 2 
Furious director John Singleton. 
“He had the blessing and the 
crutch of being so good-looking. 
Making movies for him was 
work, but he lived a great life 
outside of making films.” Walker 
himself didn’t seem interested 
in stardom. “I’ve always been 
one foot in, one foot out of this 
game, because I’m not comfort- 
able being on the pedestal,” he 
told EW in March. “I’m more 
like the grunt. I want to be the 
guy behind the guy.” 

His mother was a model, and 
his father a sewer contractor: 
Something in that duality may 
help explain how an actor who 
looked perfect approached his 
job. “His blue-collar work ethic 
came from his father and close 
friends,” says his friend of 18 
years, talent manager Matt 
Luber. “He hated playing the 
Hollywood game, but when he 
got to the set, no one worked 
harder.” Or with less drama. 
“He was just one of those guys 
who required no hand-holding,” 
says producer Peter Safran, 
who worked with Walker on the 
Hurricane Katrina thriller 
Hours (out Dec. 13). “He had no 
requirements for a fancy 
trailer—no special food, no 


special accommodations.” That 
attitude served a vital role in 
the Fast ensemble. “He’s the 
rock in the middle of the chaos,” 
says Donna Langley, chairman 
of Universal Pictures. “Paul 
was the model student. He blew 
his knee out doing a stunt on 
Fast 6 but still showed up and 
did what he could.” 

When he died, Walker had 
scenes left to film for Fast & 


In Hours 


—PAUL WALKER 
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Furious 7, due out next summer. 
That release date will now likely 
change. Universal has put film- 
ing on hold while it decides how 
to proceed. “It’s very compli- 
cated,” says Langley. “We will 
have half a movie shot, and we 
are working through it.” 

The Fast cast, of course, is 
devastated. Gibson grieved via 
social media, posting his final 
text exchange with Walker. He 
also visited the crash site and 
collected a piece of the wreck- 
age. Diesel made a pilgrimage 
as well, thanking fans over a 
police car’s loudspeaker and 


paying tribute to “that angel up 
in heaven.” In an email to EW, 
Jordana Brewster, Walker’s 
onscreen love interest, says, “I 
don’t know anyone who loved 
life more than Paul did.” 
Walker made no secret about 
his rather wild early days in 
Hollywood. Speaking to EW 
this past spring, he recalled his 
reaction when he was offered 
the first Fast film: “I’m like, ‘Hey, 
it’s a million bucks, I get to hang 
out with my friends and drive 
cars and be cool!’” His friend, 
actor Scott Caan, remembers 
how that vibe translated to their 


Fans gather 

at the site of the 
crash in Santa 
Clarita, Calif. 


SHARPSHOOTER IMAGES/SPLASH 
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frat-house living situation while 
filming Varsity Blues. “There 
would be seven football players 
sleeping on the floor and Paul 
was dating somebody andI was 
dating somebody,” Caan says. 
“You'd wake up and kind of look 
to see who was on the couch 
that day.” 

But there was also a serious 
side to his youth. The actor 
became a father in 1998, at age 
25, when his then girlfriend, 
Rebecca McBrain, gave birth to 
their daughter, Meadow Rain. 
Meadow lived with her mother 
in Hawaii while Walker lived the 
itinerant life of an actor. “I’ve 
been so transient,” he told EW. 
“T didn’t even have my own 
place until I was 32 years old.” 
But his Fast costar Dwayne 
Johnson recalls bonding with 
him over fatherhood. “We had 
talked early on about being 
young dads and trying to find 
the balance when our daugh- 
ters were young,” Johnson says. 
“He adored his daughter. She 
meant everything to him.” 
Meadow, now 15, had been liv- 
ing with her father since 2011. 
“She’s the best partner I’ve ever 
had,” Walker said. He had her 
name tattooed on the inside of 
his right wrist. 

As Walker matured, so did his 
sense of the world, and he 


Beyond Fast 
& Furious 


Paul Walker rocketed to fame playing Brian 
O'Conner in the high-octane Fast & Furious 
franchise, but he had notable roles in a variety 
of other movies. From high school stud to WWII 
soldier, here are some of his onscreen high 
points. —-GRADY SMITH 


|: TAP:EACH MOVIE TITLE TO. READ MORE 


PLEASANTVILLE 
1998 


SHE’S ALL THAT EIGHT BELOW 
1999 2006 


PLEASANTVILLE 1998 
Gary Ross’ morality tale about 
a 1950s sitcom sprung to life gave Walker his 
breakout role as Skip Martin, the squeaky- 
clean, all-American basketball star with a penchant 
for cheeseburgers and cherry Coke. 


PLEASANTVILLE: RALPH NELSON; VARSITY BLUES: DEANA NEWCOMB; SHE'S ALL THAT: CLAUDETTE BARIUS; 
JOY RIDE, FLAGS OF OUR FATHERS: MERIE W. WALLACE (2); EIGHT BELOW: CHRIS LARGE 
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increasingly used his fame to 
support causes that mattered to 
him. In 2010 he flew to Haiti and 
Chile, and also founded Reach 
Out Worldwide, a first-response 
disaster-relief organization. “He 
was truly a charitable, humble 
man,” says Dahl. “He would go 
out of his way to help people.” 

In the past year, Walker had 
begun to see himself and his 
work differently. “There had 
been a clear change in the last 
year to do more films that spoke 
to him and that he would be 
proud of,” says Luber. In 2012 
Walker signed a first-look deal 
with Universal. “He wanted to 
develop projects for himself to 
act in,” says Langley. “He was 
looking forward to being in con- 
trol of his career choices.” And 
he was in a period of reflection 
about his future. “I think ’'m 
beginning to realize I actually 
have some control over what I 
do with my life,” he told EW just 
nine months ago. “I’m almost 
40. Why does it take so long?” 
Then the ride ended. 

At press time, the cause of 
the wreck that killed Walker 
was still under investigation, 
although the L.A. County 
Sheriff’s Department said 
“speed was a factor.” The day 
after the crash, about 100 peo- 
ple gathered under a cloudless 


blue sky on Hercules Street. 
Fans had created a makeshift 
memorial on the charred 
ground: dozens of red roses, 
sunflowers, and daisies, burning 
candles, and a few handmade 
signs. One read: “Race Like Hell 
in Heaven, Bro.” (Additional 
reporting by Lindsey Bahr, 
Anthony Breznican, Adam 
Markovitz, Grady Smith, Nicole 
Sperling, Karen Valby, and Sara 
Vilkomerson) 


With daughter 
Meadow Rain 
(far right) 


SULTANA/SPLASH NEWS 
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SOMETHING ABOUT HER 


SPIKE JONZE, UP CLOSE 
AND “PERSONAL” 


The director’s ode to love and longing, Her, opens 
limited Dec. 18. Here he talks relationships, 
moviemaking, and the one problem with Scarlett 
Johansson. —-SARA VILKOMERSON 


Spike Jonze clearly sweats the 
small stuff. The writer-director 
takes his time between projects, 
which is why he’s released only 
three movies since 1999—Being 
John Malkovich, Adaptation, 


and Where the Wild Things Are. 
His fourth feature, Her, is set in 
the near future and follows 
Theodore (Joaquin Phoenix), a 
divorced, lonely writer who 
falls in love with his artificially 


Director Spike 
Jonze exam- 
ines affairs of 
the high-tech 
heart on the 
set of Her 


SAM ZHU 
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intelligent yet earnestly soulful 
computer operating system 
named Samantha. Scarlett 
Johansson replaced another 
Samantha, Morton, as the 
Siri-like voice after filming 
when, in the editing room, 
Jonze realized he wasn’t 
hitting the precise emotional 
chord he was after. (But he’s 
quick to say, “I love [Samantha 
Morton] and love everything 
she gave to the movie.”) One 
gets the sense from meeting 
Jonze—soft-spoken and boy- 
ishly handsome at age 44—that 
he’s unwilling to commit to a 
project unless he is whole- 
heartedly engaged. “I don’t 
want to make a movie till Ihave 
an idea I have to make,” he 
says. “I don’t want to make a 
movie just to make a movie.” 
Jonze sat down with EW to 
discuss everything from 
romantic baggage to why he 
makes movies. 

Her is billed as “A Spike Jonze 
Love Story,” but it’s certainly not 
a typical romance. Were you 
curious as to how audiences 
might react? 

Well, the most interesting 
conversations have been when I 
can feel that people felt some- 
thing personally in it. We did an 
early screening the other day 
with a few hundred people and 


BEING JOHN MALKOVICH: MELISSA MOSELEY 


Being John 


afterward there was a Q&A. 
Malkovich 


Three people had questions 
that were mostly talking about 
their divorces, and another per- 
son was talking about her 
anxieties about love. A man I 
never met before came up to 
me after the screening and 
started telling me about his 
affairs! It just made him think 
about his relationships. Here 
are people who are trying to 
figure it out just like the rest of 
us. Just like Iam. 

Are you worried people will 

want to impose your 
romantic past onto 


these characters? 

[Jonze is divorced from 

director Sofia Coppola.] : 
I think that’s normal— sain 
I’m writing about Phoenix 


relationships. But 
I’m not writing 
about any one 
relationship. I 
related to all 
the characters, 
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and I think I wrote myself into 
all of them. That’s something I 
learned from [Adaptation and 
Being John Malkovich screen- 
writer] Charlie Kaufman—he 
always saw himself as all the 
characters. 

Did you realize you were writing 
and directing something that was 
going to be so personal? 

I feel like everything I make is 
personal to me. But yes, the 
characters are talking about 
things that I talk about with my 
friends. I’ve been on all sides of 
those conversations. But I don’t 
know. [Long pause] I don’t know 
anything, really! That’s what is 
so weird about trying to do 
these interviews—I don’t know 
anything. 

There’s been a groundswell of 
support for Scarlett Johansson 
getting an Oscar nod for her 
work, even though in the film 
she’s a disembodied voice. 

I can certainly attest to what 
Scarlett did: It was a meaty, 
very real thing. She was work- 
ing on the Captain America 
sequel during the week, and 
then we’d spend every week- 
end working. She’d do 12 hours 
on Saturday and 12 hours on 
Sunday. We had these long dis- 
cussions about her character— 
how Samantha was incredibly 
self-possessed and intelligent 


Nicolas Cage 
and Meryl Streep 
in Adaptation 


and emotionally deep, but she 
was also brand-new. She’s 
fresh. She has no baggage; she 
hasn’t learned insecurity and 
fear. To explore all that in an 
honest and deep way with just 
a voice? I remember when 
Scarlett was like, “Okay, this is 
going to be hard.” I think before 
that she may have thought it 
would be just a voice-over—do 
it in a week and be through. 
But I think it was just as 
challenging as any other 
character. 

She’s such a sexy, beautiful 
actress, it was actually fun to just 
hear her act. 

Ideally I wouldn’t have cast 
somebody so well-known. But 
we needed a great actor. We 
read with many, many, many 
people. Different people could 
do different parts of it, but she 
could do it all. 


“Trelated 
to all the 
characters, 
and I think I 
wrote myself 
into all 

of them.” 


—SPIKE JONZE 
ON HER 


BEN KALLER 
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You are behind so many projects— 
the Jackass franchise, music 
videos, and the recent YouTube 
Music Awards. What is it 

about feature-length films that 
keeps you coming back? 

It’s kind of the best job in the 
world. [Laughs] It’s hard to put 
into words. I love making things, 
but with movies, because of both 
the length and time you are 
working on them, you’re able to 
keep percolating on the themes 
or ideas of the film. A two-hour 
film can have a lot more in it 
than a three-minute video. But 
it’s like this group daydream 
that everyone is getting to work 


Scarlett Johansson’s 
voice has everyone 
talking. Passionate 


arguments are being 
drawn for and against lack of a 
her getting a smolderi 


supporting-actress 
nomination for Her, in 


with these incredible artists and 
actors and designers, building 
these sets and making your own 
world. When do you get to make 
your own world? It’s pretty 
incredible. m 


prize, even though 


Jonze with 
Max Records 
on the set of 

Where the 
Wild Things Are 


Scarlett’s Out-of-Body Oscar Buzz 


beat love story. Though 


she doesn’t appear on 
screen (Samantha's 
one drawback is her 


body), her 
ing intimacy 


as the character has 
some hoping she'll be 


they created a special 

award in 1993 to honor 
Robin Williams’ voice 
acting in Disney's ani- 
mated Aladdin. The 
Academy Awards 
and the Screen 


which she plays the the first-ever acting Actors Guild 
sentient, adorable nominee for a purely Awards will 
artificial intelligence vocal performance. allow her as a 
known as Samantha, Don’t count the potential nomi- 
who tempts Golden Globes nee, but it 
Joaquin in her favor. remains to be 
Phoenix's They recently seen if voters 
heart in writer- PRIZE deemed her will heed the 
director Spike ineligible for call. -ANTHONY 
: FIGHTER ee 
Jonze’s off- their acting BREZNICAN Scarlett 


Johansson 


WHERE THE WILD THINGS ARE: SONNY GERAS; OSCAR: ALBERT WATSON/OSCAR ® STATUETTE © AMPAS @; JOHANSSON: ELISABETTA A. VILLA/WIREIMAGE.COM 
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EXCLUSIVE 


Mars to 


Attack More 


Theaters 


Mark your calendars, Marshmallows: 


The Veronica Mars movie has a 


ex-beau Logan (Jason Dohring), 
who's been accused of murder. 


Kristen Bell is 
back on the case 
in the Veronica 


release date—and a plan to reach The initial thinking was that Mars Mars movie 
more of the masses. Warner Bros. would get a brief run in a few major 
will launch the big-screen revival of markets before quickly being released 
the cult TV classic on March 14, wide via video on demand and digital 
exactly a year and a day after Mars platforms. But the fan and media 
creator Rob Thomas and star response, including a successful 
Kristen Bell took to Kickstarter and splash at July's Comic-Con, inspired a 
asked fans to break open their piggy change of strategy. The movie will 
banks and fund the film. “Warner now get a fairly traditional nationwide 
Brothers had this date circled for rollout in AMC Theatres. “I’m pretty 
quite some time and hoped it giddy... We're not going to dribble 
would stay open,” Thomas tells EW. it out there,” says Thomas, who is 
“Luckily, no other teen-detective currently finishing up the film’s 

movie decided to open in the middle special effects and putting together a 
of March.” Those who ponied up soundtrack. “There are smart ways to 
$5.7 million for more Veronica Mars do a movie of this size—and we chose 
will be getting an all-grown-up none of them,” he says with a laugh. 
version of the former high school “We are a low-budget movie with big 
supersleuth. The movie—shot over set pieces and 60 speaking roles. 
the course of a few weeks this past A murder mystery in a house would 
summer—will see Veronica return- have been more cost-effective. But | 
ing to her hometown of Neptune think we have managed to pull it off.” 
after a decade away tohelp bad-boy § —JEFF JENSEN 

THE SHAW REPORT. | 'NMariaBello’s 5 MINUTES AGO OUT Jodie 


BY JESSICA SHAW. op-ed 


Anna Gunn's op-ed 


Foster's op-ed 


VERONICA MARS: ROBERT VOETS; BELLO: GREGG DEGUIRE/WIREIMAGE.COM; GUNN: IMEH AKPANUDOSEN/GETTY IMAGES; FOSTER: BARRY KING/FILMMAGIC.COM 
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Better sound through research 


| want to hear my music 
out loud. And share it 
with my friends. Here at 
the beach, or wherever 
we happen to be. | need 
sound that brings my 


music to life. And goes 
where | go. | want 


r SOUNC 
1e-palm 
and. 


Better sound. From a wireless speaker that fits in the palm of your 
hand. The radically different design of this ultra-compact speaker < 
delivers clear, full sound you simply have to hear to believe. So pick Bose 
up a SoundLink® Mini and take your music places it’s never been. 


Bluetooth® speaker 


- Se ORAL 
©2013 Bose Corporation. Me i Is aregistered trademark owried 
by Bluetaath SIG, Incvand any: Mark by BOSeGarporation is under license. 


~ 
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DAN SNIERSON’S 


LIS 


Prince William sings “Livin’ on a Prayer” with Jon Bon Jovi 
and Taylor Swift at London gala Meanwhile, in a seedy 
karaoke bar, a nearly nude Prince Harry was seen crushing 
“Dr. Feelgood” with Miley Cyrus and Vince Neil. 


Lady Gaga and the Muppets’ 
Thanksgiving special bombs 
in ratings It’s possible viewers 
were turned off by seeing 
Gaga parade around in a felt- 
and-fur dress while a sad pile 
of skinned Muppets lay 
motionless on the floor. 
Journey guitarist Neal Schon 
and ex-Real Housewives 

of D.C. star Michaele Salahi 
to air their wedding live 

via pay-per-view on Dec. 15 
I'm betting a lot of people will 
not go separate ways with 
$14.95 that night. 


After co-anchoring North 
Dakota TV-station newscast, 
Will Ferrell's Ron Burgundy 
serves as guest anchor on 
SportsCenter Look for such 
catchphrases as “Milking 

the clock was a bad choice!” 

“| love Jim Lampley!” and 

“You are a smelly Pittsburgh 
Pirate hooker!” 


Star Trek alum George Takei 
releases fragrance called 
Eau My Analysts are project- 
ing his celebrity scent to sell 
slightly better than William 
Shatner’s Shat Myself. 


Australian mayor tells 
Justin Bieber, “Clean up 
your mess” after he spray- 
paints graffiti on hotel 
Bieber was caught when 
detectives spotted his 
handlers tracing dotted lines 
on the wall to guide him 

as he drew his letters. 
Biggest Loser trainer 

Bob Harper reveals he’s 
gay to help closeted 
contestant It was a touching 
moment until Jillian got in 
the contestant’s face and 
shouted, “Come out!!! 

| don’t wanna hear ‘I can’t’! 
The only way you're staying 
in the closet is if you die 

in it!!! Drop and gimme 10 
‘I'm gay’s!!!” 

Catfish host Nev Schulman 
signs deal to pen book about 
digital-age dating He never 
even had to meet the 
publishers face-to-face. 
They just offered him all this 
money over Facebook. 

It's almost too good to 

be true! 


Illustration by JOHN UELAND 


ANOL AOLHNAIIA 


MARCH 6 
LOVISVILLE, KY 
KFC YVM! CENTER 


MARCH # 
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 
TARGET CENTER 


MARCH 10 
AVBVQN HILLS, MI 
THE PALACE OF AVBVRN HILLS 


MARCH 12 
PITTSBURGH, PA 
CONSOL ENERGY CENTER 


MARCH 13 
TORONTO, ON 
AIR CANADA CENTRE 


MARCH IY 
OTTAWA, ON 
CANADIAN TIRE CENTRE 


MARCH 16 
CLEVELAND, OH 
QVICKEN LOANS ARENA 


MARCH 17 
PHILADELPHIA, PA 
WELLS FARGO CENTER 


MARCH I? 
BRIDGEPORT, CT 
WEBSTER BANK ARENA 


APRIL 4 
HOVSTON, TX 


CYNTHIA WOODS MITCHELL PAVILION 


APRIL 10 
AVSTIN, TX 
AVSTIN360 AMPHITHEATER 


APRIL 23 
DENVER, CO 
PEPSI CENTER 


APRIL 26 
KANSAS CITY, MO 
STARLIGHT THEATRE 


APRIL 27 
ST. LOviSs, MO 
VERIZON WIRELESS AMPHITHEATER 


APRIL 24 
COLVMEVS, OH 
SCHOTTENSTEIN CENTER 


MAY 1 
NASHVILLE, TN 
BRIDGESTONE ARENA 


MAY 2 
ATLANTA, GA 
AARON'S AMPHITHEATRE 
AT LAKEWOOD 


IvLyY 30 
MOUNTAIN VIEW, CA 
SHORELINE AMPHITHEATRE 
AVGVST & 


SEATTLE, WA 
GORGE AMPHITHEATRE 


ON SALE NOW 


AVGVST Il 
EDMONTON, AB 
REXALL PLACE 


AVGVST 12 
CALGARY, AB 
SCOTIABANK SADDLEDOME 


AVGVST Ih 
WINNIPEG, MB 
MTS CENTRE 


AVGVST 17 
WASHINGTON, DC 
VERIZON CENTER 


AVGVST 19 
BOSTON, MA 
COMCAST CENTER 


AVGVST 20 - JVST ADDED! 
BANGOR, ME 
DARLING'S WATERFRONT PAVILION 


AVGVST 22423 
AVGVST 2 - JVST ADDED! 
BROOKLYN, NY 
BARCLAYS CENTER 


AVGVST 26 
CHICAGO, IL 
VNITED CENTER 
AVGUST 29 - JVST ADDED! 
TORONTO, ON 
MOLSON CANADIAN AMPHITHEATRE 


AVGVST 30 
MONTREAL, QC 
PARC TEAN-DRAPEAV 


NEW SHOWS ADDED! ON SALE DECEMBER 13 


ARCADEFIRE.COM 


BUY TICKETS AT 


Livenation.co 


Hiv @ARCADEFIRE 
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THE YEAR'S GADGET 
GAME CHANGERS 


2013 saw some great leaps forward for at-home 
and on-the-go entertainment. Here are our picks for 
the devices that truly dazzled. -son chase 


(@.} TAP EACH NUMBER TO READ MORE 


1:22PM 


.d sh 


OBVRDateY 


317 


You can automatically hop over this event's commercial breaks. = 
Would you like to enable Auto Hop for this event? [ Pe 
Lt MS 
om 


DISH HOPPER WITH SLING 

The groundbreaking DVR bowled over the crowd at CES in January and co-won 
Best in Show for its ability to transfer recorded shows to an iPad as well as zoom 
past commercials at a button-press. TV networks sued, but so far their legal 
efforts have been unsuccessful and consumers are continuing to get a glimpse at 
how cool the future of television looks. (dish.com; $234.99) 
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THE YEAR'S GADGET 
GAME CHANGERS 


2013 saw some great leaps forward for at-home 
and on-the-go entertainment. Here are our picks for 
the devices that truly dazzled. -son chase 
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KINDLE FIRE HDX 7" 

The latest generation of Amazon's multimedia tablet is 
a real contender, with its iPad-rivaling display, scorching 
guts, and revamped Android-skin software. It’s not just 
a great device but a signal that Amazon is finally ready 
to compete with Apple and the Android hordes as a 
hardware maker. Can a smartphone or TV box be far 
behind? (amazon.com; $229) 
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2013 saw some great leaps forward for at-home 
and on-the-go entertainment. Here are our picks for 
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CHROMECAST 

Google's tiny, bargain-priced plug-in dongle 
pumps Web video and audio—not only from 
Netflix and Hulu Plus but from most Web 
pages, too—directly to an HDTV from almost 
any computer or tablet. It’s a nifty, no-nonsense 
solution that’s hallmark Goog, and it has us 
wondering what other home-theater tricks 
they're working on. (play.google.com; $35) 
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2 —_ 


IPHONE 5S 

The sales figures (a record 9 million new units ina weekend) 
are as impressive as the specs (twice as fast as the iPhone 5, 
Success with advanced fingerprint security). Bonus: The iPad Air and 
eres Aa eel next-gen Mini both have a new powerhouse A7 processor 
and Retina screen, making the iOS ecosystem the undisputed 
champ of mobile. (apple.com; $199-399) 
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< Fingerprints 
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GAME CHANGERS 


2013 saw some great leaps forward for at-home 
and on-the-go entertainment. Here are our picks for 
the devices that truly dazzled. -son chase 
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XBOX ONE 

Both the PS4 and the new 
Xbox offer cutting-edge 
graphics, improved multi- 
player gaming, voice control, 
and a host of other refine- 
ments. But the extra hook is 
Xbox as the ultimate home- 
theater center, integrating 
everything from gaming to 
live TV through your cable 
box to streaming video and 
music. There are some early 
flaws, to be sure, but give it 
a few updates and your 
Xbox might really be the 
One. (microsoftstore.com; 
$499.99) 
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HONORABLE MENTION 


GOOGLE GLASS 

Whether you love or hate the idea of wearable devices, the beta release of Glass was a water- 
shed moment in tech and culture. This year, 10,000 bespectacled testers used theirs to 
search, take hands-free pictures and video, and map routes. Next year, when Glass hits the 
market, we'll all get a chance to decide if this truly is the new must-have accessory. 


Get anew smartphone 
every year, 


falalalala,lalalala. 


Our gift to you, Sprint One Up*"—upgrade to a new smartphone every year, plus 
get the Unlimited, My Way plan with unlimited talk, text and data while on the Sprint 
network— guaranteed for life. Now for just $65 per month. 


Other monthly charges apply."* 


Unlimited talk, text and Unlimited, Annual smartphone 
data plan. Save while on My Way” for Life. upgrades. 
installment. Reg. $80. 


Visit a participating Sprint store. 
Go to sprint.com/oneup for details. 


Sprint 4G LTE available in select markets. 


eer ah cimez ee create Patna Spx e Dew otveae [iat USE Hear oF Bo FB (veces cover Dent Ueto 92.80 Rabat A 90 ag. salen & eee by mree PP: 2 20701 Rca are 
taxes. See sprint.com/taxesandfees. 


Offer ends 1/9/2014. While supplies last. Aetlv. Fee: $36/line. Sprint One Up™: Smartphones only. Req. installment agmt, 24 monthly payments, 0% APR on approved credit & qualifying service 
plan. Sales taxes due at sale on full purchase price. If you cancel wireless service, remaining balance on device becomes due. Annual upgrade: Req. new device installment agmt, min, 12 
Consecutive instaliment payments, acct. in good standing, & give back of current eligible device in good & functional condition. After upgrade, remaining unbilled instaliment payments are waived 
Excludes Details at sprint.com/oneup. $15 One Up Service Discount: Monthly discount available for devices financed under installment agmt & subscription to Unlimited, My Way. Discount will 
appear on invoice with the first installment payment (within 1-3 invoices) and will expire when installment agmt balances paid in full. Unlimited Guarantee: Available while line of service |sactivated 
‘on the Unlimited, My Way” plan or My All-in™ plan. Applies to unlimited features only. Price and phone selection subject to change. Account must remain in good standing and non-payment may 
Void guarantee. Non-transterrable. Plan: No plan discounts apply for talk or messaging. Premium content/downloads are add'l charge. Text to 3rd parties to participate in promotions or other 
may result in add'l charges. Int'l svcs are not included. Includes select e-mail. Amount of data depends on option selected. Usage Limitations: Other plans may receive prioritized bandwidth 
availability. Streaming video speeds may be limited to 1 Mbps. Sprint may terminate service if off-network roaming usage in a month exceeds: (1) 800 min. or a majority of min.; or (2) 100 MB or 
a majority of KB. Prohibited network use rules apply. See sprint.com/termsandconditions. Other Terms: Offers and coverage not avaliable everywhere or for all phones/networks. Avallable only 
in select channels/states. Nationwide Sprint Network reaches over 278 million people. Sprint 4G LTE network reaches over 225 markets, on select devices. Visit www.sprint.com/coverage, May 
Not be combinable with other offers. Sprint reserves the right to modify, extend or cancel offers at any time. This is a limited time offer. Restrictions apply. See store or sprint.com for details. 
©2013 Sprint. All rights reserved. Sprint and the logo are trademarks of Sprint. Other marks are the property of their respective owners. 
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Orphan Black Returns With More Double Trouble 


Get ready for another round of clone-on-clone violence! Season 2 of Orphan Black (which premieres 
April 19 on BBC America in the U.S. and on Space in Canada) will feature some dangerous tension 
between Sarah (Tatiana Maslany, above with the gun) and her mysterious “proclone” Rachel (also 
Maslany). And according to producers, their rivalry—which went into warp drive after Rachel’s 
Neolutionist buddies appeared to kidnap Sarah’s daughter at the end of last season—is only getting 
started. “Our launching framework for season 2 is really the war between Sarah and Rachel,” says 
co-creator John Fawcett. While Rachel will emerge as Sarah's chief nemesis, co-creator Graeme Manson 
teases that “no one is who they seem on Orphan Black.” Okay, but considering Maslany played seven 
different clones in season 1, would it be reasonable to expect that we'll see new copies in season 2? 
“It’s safe to assume that,” says Fawett. “We are really excited—we have some surprises in store.” 
Though producers are tight-lipped about details, they do hint that viewers will learn more about 
Cosima’s mysterious illness as well as the conspiracy that binds all these women together. “It’s a 
genetic, biological mystery,” says Manson, “and it feeds into some of our body horror.” You heard the 
man: body horror! What else do you need? —DALTON ROSS 


FROM LEFT Tom Hanks, 


Craving (= 
Mr. Hanks 


Jennifer Lawrence 
This season, filmmakers are selling Disney, 
lesbians, and teen massacre. And I’m buying! 


SOMETIMES WHEN A movie is gorgeously photographed and 
seriously pleased with itself, it can become a feature-length 
infomercial. For example, Saving Mr. Banks is pretty much a 
glowing tribute to all things Disney, while Blue Is the Warmest 
Color treats French lesbians as if they were a luscious time-share 
destination. Neither movie has much of a plot, but they’re both 
shampoo-ad pretty. 

Saving Mr. Banks is about whether the English author P.L. 
Travers will sell Walt Disney the movie rights to Mary Poppins; 
it’s like an entertainment lawyer’s fever dream. Emma Thompson 


SCROLL 


BY LIBBY 
GELMAN- 
WAXNER 


Illustrations by KIRSTEN ULVE 
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Critics Owen Gleiberman 
and Chris Nashawaty 
agree: Gravity's got pull 
and 12 Years a Slave is 
brutally brilliant. But one 
of their lists lacks Hustle. 


Entertainment 


THE BEST OF 2013 


Our definitive lists of the 
movies, TV shows, albums, 
singles, and books that ruled, 
shocked, and rocked the year. 


MUSIC 
Critics Jeff Jensen and Critic Nick Catucci 
Melissa Maerz both felt finds one album 
the Netflix effect, though above all others (hint!) 
they have divergent takes utterly divine. 
on the final season of Plus, the singles 


Breaking Bad. 


that got lucky with us. 


JOHANNA GOODMAN 


BOOKS 


We rank which 
novels were most 
Interestings and 
which nonfiction 
towered over 
the rest. 


The Year's Best Films 


OUR CRITIC FELL HARD FOR PERIOD PIECES, HIGH-TECH EPICS, AND SOME SURPRISING THRILLERS. 


BY OWEN GLEIBERMAN 


RATEDR 


Steve McQueen’s agoniz- 
ing masterpiece is the first 
movie to dramatize the 
experience of slavery in all 
its fear, madness, and 
horror—that is, in the 
terrifying intimacy of its 
brutality. As Solomon 
Northup, a free black man 
who is ripped away from 
his family and sold into 
slavery, Chiwetel Ejiofor 
lets his emotions breathe 


Illustration by JOE MORSE 


AMERICAN HUSTLE: FRANCOIS DUHAMEL; BEFORE MIDNIGHT: DESPINA SPYROU 


Amy Adams in 
American Hustle 


2. AMERICAN HUSTLE 
RATEDR 

It’s set in a late-’70s world of 
comb-overs, polyester lapels, 
and anything-goes amorality. 
Yet David O. Russell's 
swirling, bravura tale of a 

con artist, Irving Rosenfeld 
(Christian Bale), who gets 
lured into the equally slovenly 
FBI sting operation known as 
Abscam has a resonance 
that’s thrillingly contempo- 
rary. It’s a drama of people 
drugged by their own desper- 
ation. The exhilarating film- 
making evokes GoodFellas, 
only with a tribute to the high 
power of fraudulence that is 
Russell's own. Bale is great as 
alying sleaze with a hidden 


heart, Amy Adams is hell 

on wheels as his girlfriend, 
Jennifer Lawrence is 
mesmerizing as his crazy- 
sexy-bitter wife, and Bradley 
Cooper is all beady-eyed 
mania as an agent so bent on 
nailing corruption that he'll 
violate every code of decency 
to do it. (In theaters Dec. 13) 


3. BEFORE MIDNIGHT 
RATEDR 

Love stories in the movies 
usually end before the most 
interesting part of a relation- 
ship even begins. But the third 
chapter of Richard Linklater’s 
beguiling romantic talkfest is 
a striking exception. It’s set 
18 years after Before Sunrise, 


the movie in which Jesse 
(Ethan Hawke) and Celine 
Qulie Delpy) first met and 
spent one long, wistful night 
getting to know each other. 
They're now a couple with 
twin daughters, and if any- 
thing, they know each other 
too well. Finishing up a get- 
away in Greece, they are 
tender, prickly, and weary, 
and when friends rent them a 
hotel room, their attempt at 
aretro honeymoon descends, 
line by line, into the most 
darkly intense and revealing 
relationship war since Scenes 
From a Marriage. Hawke and 
Delpy make every moment 
tinglingly spontaneous. We 
believe in this couple, and in 
Before Midnight they express 
the tensions and mythologies 
that divide women from men 
in the postfeminist age. The 
film says, quite movingly, that 
arelationship today may have 
to wither and collapse to be 
reborn. (On DVD and VOD) 


Julie Delpy and 
Ethan Hawke 


FRUITVALE STATION: RON KOEBERER 


t. FRUITVALE STATION 
RATEDR 
In the wee hours of Jan. 1, 
2009, a 22-year-old African- 
American named Oscar Grant 
Ill was detained on an Oakland 
train platform, and before any- 
one knew what was happen- 
ing, he’d been shot and killed 
by a transit officer. His death 
was a moral calamity—but it 
was also, as Ryan Coogler’s 
powerful film knows all too 
well, another blink-and-you'll- 


j | 
Michael B. Jordan 


miss-it news story out of the 
file marked “senseless racial 
tragedy.” To bring that tragedy 
to life, Coogler dramatizes the 
24 hours leading up to Grant’s 
death, employing his extraor- 
dinary camera eye and live-wire 
empathy to let us feel our way 
into the experience of a young 


man who was equal parts 
screwup, furtive pot dealer, 
and struggling devoted father. 
In a stunning performance, 
Michael B. Jordan makes 
Grant fully, complexly alive, 
which is just how you'll 
remember him—and, Fruitvale 
Station implies, how maybe 
you'll think of the next tragic 
victim of trigger-happy law 
enforcement who gets 
shoved into the news cycle. 
(On DVD and VOD Jan. 14) 
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Cate Blanchett 
in Blue Jasmine 


6. BLUE JASMINE 

RATED PG-13 

In the most blisteringly 
topical film of Woody Allen’s 
career, Cate Blanchett plays 
Jasmine, a contemporary 
Blanche DuBois who falls 
from the “grace” of her posh 
life married to a high-finance 
swindler (Alec Baldwin). The 
money was never real, and 
now that she’s lost all of it, 
that mirage of wealth is the 
only reality she wants to live 
in. Blanchett, in a performance 
of funny and pitiless brilliance, 
makes Jasmine a woman 
going crazy not because of 
brain chemistry, but because 
her stubborn dreams of 
entitlement won't allow her 
to accept her fate. Blue 


Jasmine is scaldingly witty, 
arrestingly acted (the stand- 
outs ina marvelous cast 
include Andrew Dice Clay 
and Bobby Cannavale), 

and staged by Allen with 
atime-leap structure that 
reverberates with loss. 

(On DVD and VOD Jan. 21) 


7. THE PAST (> 

RATED PG-13 

The Iranian director Asghar 
Farhadi confirms what his 
previous film, A Separation 
(2011), suggested: that he’s a 
modern maestro who has 
found a completely original 
way to infuse a tale of 
domestic turmoil with the 
charged tension of a thriller. 
Bérénice Bejo (the silent- 
movie flapper from The Artist) 
plays a Frenchwoman living 
in a run-down Paris suburb, 
and Ali Mosaffa is her 
estranged Iranian husband, 
who has arrived from Tehran 
so that the two can get their 
divorce. The way the plot 
keeps churning, turning, 
revealing new angles makes 
it seem, at times, like one 

of those Babel-style Rubik's 
Cube narratives, only instead 
of hopping around the 

globe, Farhadi unfolds his tale 
in about seven rooms. 

The result is supremely 


unpredictable—and moving. 
(In theaters Dec. 20) 


8. WORLD WARZ (> 
RATED PG-13 

A true epic horror film—not 
because it gooses you with 
zombie-videogame jolts, but 
because this unsettling apoc- 
alypse so excitingly evokes 
the spectacle of a world 
coming apart, with the un- 
dead hordes rising up to pick 
the bones of what's left. The 
director, Marc Forster, draws 
on the speed and anxiety of 
Danny Boyle’s zombie films 
and does them one better, 
especially in the sequence set 
at a WHO facility, which is 
shot with a peering-around- 
corners tension that makes 
every moment matter. As a 
former U.N. investigator, Brad 
Pitt is earthy grace under 
pressure, So fearless he’s 
funny. (On DVD and VOD) 


Brad Pitt in 
World War Z 


9. PRISONERS 

RATEDR 

This startling thriller seems 
to ingest and recombine the 
DNA of every vigilante and 
revenge film of the past 

40 years, from Death Wish to 
Zero Dark Thirty. But it also 
takes you to scary places 
you've never been. As Keller 
Dover, a survivalist who 
abducts and tortures the man 
he thinks was responsible for 
his daughter's disappearance, 


Hugh Jackman acts witha 
rage so real it pulls you in two 
directions at once: You're 
never sure where morality 
leaves off and wrathful 
insanity begins. The movie 

is ameditation on crime, 
punishment, love, and violence, 
and in the performance of 
Melissa Leo, it conjures 
something many films try for 
and few succeed at capturing: 
the existence of everyday evil. 
(On DVD and VOD) 


(From left).Oscar Isaac, ¥ 
Justin Timberlake, and Adam 
Driver indnside Llewyn Davi: 


PRISONERS: WILSON WEBB; INSIDE LLEWYN DAVIS: ALISON ROSA 


A Second Opinion 


WRENCHING ROMANCES AND HARROWING JOURNEYS WON 
OVER THIS CRITIC—BUT HE STILL MAKES ROOM FOR HORROR. 
BY CHRIS NASHAWATY 


RATEDR 


When it comes to telling 
honest love stories, Holly- 
wood threw up its hands 
and cried uncle long 

ago. That’s why Richard 
Linklater’s Before trilogy 
is such a miracle. It’s the 
rare romance that feels 
like real life—heady, 
heartbreaking, and ulti- 
mately hopeful. Eighteen 
years after their first 
encounter on a train 
bound for Vienna in Before 
Sunrise, and nine years 
after reconnecting for an 
erotic Parisian encore in 
Before Sunset, Celine (Julie 
Delpy) and Jesse (Ethan 
Hawke) are stuck in the 
sort of uneasy domestic 


Illustration by JODY HEWGILL 
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2. GRAVITY © 
RATED PG-13 
Not since Stanley Kubrick’s 


mind-blowing head trip 2001: 


A Space Odyssey has there 
been a film so alive to the 
awe-inspiring possibilities of 
cinema. The wonder of 
Alfonso Cuar6n’s deep-space 
slice of 3-D eye candy is that 
it manages to feel both 
weightless and weighty at 
the same time, as Sandra 
Bullock's stranded scientist 
Dr. Ryan Stone discovers 
that even floating far above 
Earth, she can’t escape the 
memories that haunt her. As 
wonderful as Bullock is, the 
real star of the film is space 
itself: silent and infinite. 
Gravity is a thrilling, almost 
religious sensory experience 
that points to the limitless 
reaches of what movies can 


uipita Nyong’o in 


be and where they will take 
us in the future. (In theaters) 


3.12 YEARS ASLAVE (© 
RATEDR 

No single work of art could 
possibly convey the horror 
and shame of slavery. But 
director Steve McQueen 
comes close with 12 Years a 
Slave by narrowing in on the 
sickening true story of one 
exceptional man, Solomon 
Northup. Played with haunt- 
ing grace by Chiwetel Ejiofor, 
Solomon wasn't born in chains 
like so many others he meets 
on his nightmare odyssey. 
He's a free man whose liberty 
is literally stripped from him, 
which somehow makes the 
excruciating absurdity of his 
fate even harder for us to 
wrap our heads around. 2013 
will go down as a banner year 


: for agonizing tales of survival 


(Gravity, Captain Phillips, 


All ls Lost), but for me, none 


packed the brute, soul- 
shattering force of 12 Years a 
Slave. (In theaters) 


%., FRUITVALE STATION (© 
RATEDR 

Anunarmed 22-year-old 
African-American is shot and 
killed by a white transit officer. 
That this tragic incident 
actually happened in real life is 
horrifying enough. But what 
makes the moment reach 
deep into your chest and rip 
out your heart is how first- 
time director Ryan Coogler 
chooses to begin his film with 
this tragic coda. He gives 
Fruitvale Station a dreadful 
inevitability as he flashes back 
and bears witness to the final 
24 hours of Oscar Grant Ills 
life, showing us the ordinary 
events that would end up 
being his last. Coogler resists 
the temptation to turn Grant 
(Michael B. Jordan in a star-is- 
born performance) into a 
cardboard saint—he wrestles 
with his angels and demons 
until his final breath. Fruitvale 
paints a layered and complex 
portrait of a kid who never got 
the chance to become some- 
thing more than a sad statistic. 
(On DVD and VOD Jan. 14) 


COLLEEN HAYES 


5. CAPTAIN PHILLIPS €. 

: James Gandolfini and 
RATED PG-13 Hm Julia Louis-Dreyfus 
Ashe didin his vérité thriller: 
United 93, Paul Greengrass 
mainlines Captain Phillips 
with an adrenalized you-are- 
there immediacy. No other 
director understands how to 
wield a handheld camera 
with the same nail-biting 
urgency, and no other story- 
teller knows how to craft a 
ticktock procedural with such 
Swiss-jeweler precision. 
Based on a ripped-from-the- 
headlines 2009 incident 
where four armed Somali 
pirates hijacked an American 
cargo vessel off the Horn of 
Africa, Captain Phillips 
breathlessly reenacts the 
siege, standoff, and eventual 
rescue of the ship's captain 
by Navy SEALs. As Richard 
Phillips, Tom Hanks delivers 
one of his most nuanced, 
least movie-star-ish perfor- 
mances in ages. He makes 
you feel the vulnerability 
and confusion simmering 
beneath his heroic, can-do 
facade. That Greengrass also 
gets under the skin of Phillips’ 
desperate captors—that he 
even cares to—is what makes 
this compassionate master- 
piece a workout for your head 
and not just your quickening 
pulse. (/n theaters) 


KERRY HAYES 


‘7. DECEPTIVE PRACTICE: 
THE MYSTERIES AND 
MENTORS OF RICKY JAY 
NOT RATED 

Were there more important 
documentaries this year? 
Absolutely. But none cast the 
same giddy spell as this one. 
Forget those Dos Equis ads; 
Jay, the hangdog raconteur, 
connoisseur of con artists, 
and historian of hustlers, 

is the most interesting man 
in the world. He’s as lethal 
with a deck of cards as he 

is with a wry one-liner. And 


". San 
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here, he happily takes us on 

a tour of all the chiseling 
cheats, colorful conjurers, and 
fast-fingered flimflammers 
who helped shape him into 
the man he is today. Which is 
to say, our greatest—and 
most entertaining—living 
magician. (On DVD and VOD) 


8. OUT OF THE FURNACE 
RATEDR 

It's agood year when we're 
treated to one Christian Bale 
film. This year we got two. 
David O. Russell's Scorsesean 


Christian Bale in 
Out of the Furnace 


caper American Hustle will 
hog the Oscar buzz. But Scott 
Cooper's devastating death 
trip is the more emotionally 
involving film, thanks to one 
of Bale’s most feverishly 
intense performances as an 
ex-con avenging his brother 
(Casey Affleck) by going 
after a backwoods sadist 
(Woody Harrelson). Out of 
the Furnace is so steeped in 
wrath, revenge, and tragedy, 
it feels as if it’s taken from the 
onionskin pages of the Old 
Testament. (In theaters) 
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_ There's a little holiday magic inside every Starbucks gift card. It’s the gift that 


everyone on your list can find delight in. Stop in to Starbucks to pick up a card 
today, or go to Starbucks.com/egift to share joy right away. 


DANIEL DAZA 


10. THE CONWJURING 
RATEDR 

Digging my fingernails into 
my armrest while Lili Taylor 
played hide-and-seek with her 
daughters in The Conjuring 
was one of the most delirious 
experiences | had at the 


movies this year. The white- 
knuckle chiller about a 
husband-and-wife team of 
ghost hunters investigating a 
creepy old house in Rhode 
Island won't win points for 
originality (there’s the usual 
smorgasbord of fetid stenches, 


= 
Robert 
Redford 


creaky doors, and visions of 
dead people), but director 
James Wan ratchets up those 
bump-in-the-night clichés with 
crackerjack craftsmanship, 
tightening the vise on the 
audience's frayed and frazzled 
nerves. (On DVD and VOD) 


ADVERTISEMENT 


NETELIX 


TOP 10 HOLIDAY MOMENTS 


FROM THE SMALL SCREEN TO THE SILVER SCREEN 


Gather family and friends during your holiday break to relive the 
best scenes from movies and TV shows you love on Netflix. 


ADORKABLE 


New Girl 
Season 2: “Santa” 


See Jess and the 
gang start to believe 
in the spirit of 
Christmas when 
“Santa” lets them 
off the hook after 
pulling them over. 


HEARTFELT 


The Nightmare 
Before Christmas 


Realizing he’s made a mistake, Jack 
sets things right with 
Santa, who makes 
snow fall over 
Halloweentown 
for the 
first time, 


NOSTALGIC 


The Wonder Years 
Season 6; “Let Nothing 
You Dismay” 


Kevin struggles to buy Winnie 
a gift to match what he thinks is 

an expensive present for him...but 
in the end, being with her is all that 
really matters. 


ZANIEST 


National Lampoon’s 
Christmas 
Vacation 


The Griswalds, the 
Shirleys and the 
SWAT team find the 
true meaning of the 
holidays as they sing the 
“Star Spangled Banner” 
together. 


FAMILY FUN 
Jingle All the Way 


After zooming around the sky dressed 
as Turbo Man, Howard reveals his true 
identity, proving his love and devotion 
to his family. 


ICONIC 


Family Ties 
Season 6: “Miracle in Columbus” 


Alex has a renewed sense of 
goodwill after encountering 
a man who can only be 
the real Santa Claus. 


SWEETEST 
The Polar Express 


Pour some hot chocolate 
and watch waiters serve 
passengers in a decadent 
dance number that will bring out 
the kid in all of us. 


HILARIOUS 


30 Rock 
Season 3: 
“Christmas Special” 


Jack begins to appreciate his 
mom after learning the sacrifices she 
made when he was a kid...just wait for the 
carol singing that closes out the episode! 


MUSICAL 


Glee 
Season 3: “Extraordinary 
Merry Christmas” 


Celebrate the holidays 
with New Directions 
as they rock their 
rendition of 
Christmas 
classics—you 
know you'll 
be singing 
along! 


ROMANTIC 
Love Actually 
For the finale of this 


moments marathon, indulge in this film, 
it’s one giant holiday moment wrapped 
in a bow— from Sam’s epic profession 
of love for Joanna, to David and Natalie’s 
on-stage kiss. 


Start streaming these must-see holiday moments, all available now on Netflix 


NEW GIRL® 2012-2013 Fox and its retated entities, All ights reserved. GLEE® 2¢ 
THE WONDER YEARS? 1992-1993 New World Television. All ights reserved 


2 Fox and Its related entities. Al rights reserved. JI 


LL THE WAY® 1996 Twentieth Century Fox Film Corporation, Allights reserved 
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The Year's Best Shows 


SOME DRAMAS SHOCKED, A FEW COMEDIES ROCKED, BUT THIS CRITIC SAYS EPIC INSANITY 


REIGNED SUPREME. BY JEFF JENSEN 


Illustration by RORY KURTZ 


AMERICAN 


HORROR STORY 
FX 


The year wasn’t even a 
week old when American 
Horror Story gave us one of 
2013's best scenes: a deliri- 
ous dance sequence in a 
madhouse gone awry, per- 
formed by marginalized 
misfits, set to an infectious 
novelty song that turns 
names into nonsense 
rhymes. It was an exuber- 
ant expression of the 
show’s knack for visceral, 
metaphorical drama about 


SCROLL 


TIME OF DEATH: D&J PRODUCTIONS/SHOWTIME; ORPHAN BLACK: STEVE WILKIE/BBC AMERICA 


2. TIME OF DEATH 
SHOWTIME 

People die. We will die. Me. 
You. Everyone we know. We 
know this, intellectually. The 
docuseries Time of Death 
makes us feel it by drawing 
close and attending to a 
variety of terminally ill people 
during their last months, right 
up to their last breath. There’s 
Cheyenne, a former MMA 
fighter with ALS, coming to 
grips with a wasted life. 
Nicolle, a teenager with skin 
cancer, letting go of a life 
barely begun. And Maria, the 
too-strong single mom with 
breast cancer, hustling to 
secure a future for her kids. 
The drama is unbearable, yet 
always profoundly enriching: 
By sharing their efforts to 
create a meaningful final 
passage for themselves, they 
bless us with insight into the 
inevitable that we often find 
unspeakable, and provide 
inspiration for how to face it. 


j Tatiana 
/ Maslany 
/ \ 


3. ORPHAN BLACK BBC AMERICA 


Sarah, a desperate thief. Alison, a prim housewife. 
Cosima, a brainy lesbian with black dreads. Helena, an 
insane Ukrainian assassin with wild blond hair. In a year 
abounding with complex female characters, Orphan 
Black possessed a surplus. It was stingy in one way: 

All were played by the same astounding actress. The 
highlight of this existential sci-fi serial about clones 
collectively searching for the truth behind their origins 
was watching Tatiana Maslany nail the high-wire act of 
playing against her multiples. In one terrifically trippy 
episode, Sarah, masquerading as yet another clone 
named Beth, pretended to be Alison during a party from 
hell. All of this in a tightly plotted conspiracy mystery 
dotted with inspired touches, few as gripping as 

when Helena cut off a bad guy’s...well, you should just 
watch it. Emphasis on should. 


JESSICA MIGLIO/NETFLIX 


2s, PARKS AND RECREATION 
NBC 

All hail Leslie Knope! The 
tireless, idealistic leader we 
all deserve! (Especially in 
Toronto.) A vintage year for 
the plucky sitcom saw Amy 
Poehler’s (former) council- 
woman from Pawnee gain 

a true foil in the dastardly 
Jeremy Jamm (Jon Glaser) 
and gave us sublime, politi- 
cally aware outings like the 
“Bailout” episode and the 
recall-vote story line. The 
most colorful assortment of 
comic characters outside of 
The Simpsons kept growing, 
and kept the show flush with 
buzzy funny, including Jenny 
Slate’s Mona-Lisa Saperstein 
and Patton Oswalt’s filibus- 
tering Star Wars geek. 
Whether it was Leslie and 
Ben’s impromptu wedding or 
Leslie gifting Ron with a 
sheepherding whiskey quest 


across Scotland, the heartiest 
laughs came from watching a 


community of friends go to 
absurd lengths to rally for 
one another. Anyone know a 
Realtor in Pawnee? Because 
| really want to go to there. 


5. BREAKING BAD 

AMC 

Walter White got an ending 
any wannabe great man 


would kill or die for. (He did 
both.) The meth-making 
mogul vanquished his ene- 
mies, bequeathed security to 
his children, and faded away 
feeling...significant. He made 
no apologies for his evil- 
empire building: “I liked it. | 
was good at it. And | was 
really—I was alive.” The price 
of his noxious legacy project: 
Hanks life, Jesse's soul, Sky- 
ler’s dignity. How hideous. 
How...relatable? Breaking Bad 
was resonant enough to 
inspire such reflection. The 
road to Walt’s damnable 
denouement was paved with 
diamond-bright (and diamond- 
hard) moments, none more 
perfect than the many- 
layered Walt-Skyler phone 
call in the aptly titled gem 
“Ozymandias.” Breaking Bad’s 
profundity is debatable. That 


(From left) Danielle 
Brooks, Taylor Schilling, 
and Uzo Aduba on 
Orange Is the New Black 


it was masterful neo-noir, 
anchored by Bryan Cranston’s 
all-time-great performance, is 
unassailable, an achievement 
even Ozymandias would 
boast about. 


6. ORANGE IS THE 

NEW BLACK 

NETFLIX 

The best Netflix binge-watch 
of the year was the hard- 
time dramedy of Piper 
Chapman (Taylor Schilling), a 
lost soul who finds herself in 
the least likely of places: a 
women’s prison, serving 15 
months for muling money for 
her drug-smuggling former 
lover (Laura Prepon). Natch, 
said ex-lover is also in the 


: joint, challenging her possibly 


wrongheaded bid to go 
straight, which is to say, 
following through with a 


MICHAEL YARISH/AMC 


share—his shameful, buried 
Dick Whitman with everyone, 
costing him his pride, identity, 
and possibly his job. Now: 
redemption? The looming 
final season will tell the tale. 


8. HOUSE OF CARDS 
NETFLIX 

David Fincher’s riveting 
Americanized reformulation 
of the British miniseries is a 
cynical depiction of Washing- 
ton politics, yet it provides 
cathartic wish fulfillment 

for anyone bummed by the 


Jon Hamm ; 
on Mad Men : government shutdown. Meet 
. : the anti-Knope: Rep. Frank 
marriage to Jason Biggs’ Larry. : slowly unraveling avatar of : Underwood (Kevin Spacey, so 
Piper's richly realized prison self-made manhood met his soulfully soulless), a sleazy 
world is a big house crowded matches: a sexy, self-loathing and even psychopathic 
with surprising, gritty-poignant ‘: mistress he couldn't control ‘Machiavellian operator. But 
stories about gender, class, (Linda Cardellini, breaking out hey, dude gets stuff done. 
exploitation, and human all over again) and Hershey, a There is depth to his hollow 
connection, thanks to a large ‘brand he couldn't bear to : heart. A standout episode 
supporting cast representing spoil with his clever bulls---. that reunited Frank with col- 
myriad ages and races. | do Don’s degrading flings lege cronies—and the man he 
wish the series aired weekly ‘(including amemorableone- : loved—showed how much of 
so recap culture could help me nighter with nemesis-ex himself he has sold out to pur- 
process it. But for drama this Betty) and his inability to sue a life of power. His open 
original and rewarding, I'll * remain professionally rele- > marriage to Robin Wright's 
gladly take a stint in solitary. vant (the season’s thrilling Claire is fascinating to parse: 
gear-shift: Don forging a transparent yet self-deceiving, 

‘7. MAD MEN : shotgun merger to chase a : intimate yet miserably unful- 
AMC car account) yielded juicy and : filling. You hate to think fiends 
Another downward-spiral painful consequences. Sally like Frank rule the world, but 
year for Don Draper proved : literally caught her dad with : we'relucky to have them on 
to be the defining, jolting his pants down, while Don TV..or whatever we're calling 


collapse of his epic arc. The ’ was forced to confront—and this Netflix thing. 


THE FALL: STEFFAN HILL/BBC; ARRESTED DEVELOPMENT: SAM URDANK/NETFLIX 


Anderson 


9. THE FALL 

Shocker! The great serial- 
killer overkill of 2013 actually 
managed to produce a lot 

of drama worth following, 
including Hannibal and The 


10. ARRESTED 
DEVELOPMENT 


NETFLIX 


How did 2013’s most 
overhyped show become 
its most underrated? 

By being what made 
Arrested Development a 
cult classic in the first 
place: uncompromisingly 
unique. Instead of the 
expected collection of 
madcap hit singles, we 
got a dense concept 
album about the theme 
of its title, boldly tailored 
for an emerging binge- 
stream medium. This 
fourth season was an 


intricately interconnected set of overlap- 
ping stories filled with bold time jumps, 
impish misdirection, and clever Easter 
eggs. And ostriches. Repeated viewings 


Bridge. The best was this 
impressively restrained yet no 
less disturbing U.K. import 
(which originally aired on BBC 
Two and is now available on 
Netflix). The Fall pits Scotland 
Yard detective superintendent 
Stella Gibson, coolly played 

by Gillian Anderson, against 

a Belfast psycho Jamie 
Dornan) with a wife, kids, and 
a complex obsession with 
professional women. Cleverly 
juxtaposing the activity of a 
take-charge, sexual female 


e. 


; with the activity of a pseudo- 
strong, perverted male, The 
: Fallis a layered rumination 


on authority and control. On 
one level, it’s about misogyny; 
on another, more subtle 

level, British-lrish tensions. 


A clinical attention to proce- 


dural detail and the deliberate 
development of themes built 


to a climax in which Stella 


delivered a defiant message 
by simply painting her 


fingernails power-tie red. 
: Just bloody brilliant. 


(From left) 
Jason Bateman, 
David Cross, and 

Portia de Rossi 
on Arrested 
Developments 


have made me appreciate its crazy ambi- 
tion, and laugh, laugh, laugh. The ironic 
fate of the Arrested Development revival: 
It’s a season ahead of its time. 


A Second Opinion 


NETFLIX ORIGINALS AND PREMIUM CABLE SERIES SOARED. STILL THIS CRITIC SAYS WALTER WHITE 
TOOK THEM ALL DOWN. BY MELISSA MAERZ 


BREAKING BAD 
AMC 

Sure, watching meth 
kingpin Walter White 
(Bryan Cranston) 
slowly devolve from 
Mr. Chips into Scarface 


: over four and a half 

: seasons was awesome. 

: But you know what was 
> even more riveting? 

: Watching a bunch of 

: doofus Nazis and some 
: Howdy Doody kid turn 


Sculpture by LIZ LOMAX 


him right back into 

Mr. Chips, faster than 
you can say, “Have an 
Al day.” Not since Walt 
first flashed his tighty- 
whities on screen has 
Cranston shown such 
vulnerability, or Aaron 
Paul such wrenching 
defeat, or the writers 
such mastery for wrap- 
ping up loose ends as 
they did in the final 


: eight episodes—from 
: Jesse (Paul) finding out 
: about Jane’s (Krysten 
: Ritter) death to those 
: khakis Walt left in the 
: desert. Some people 

: feel the ending was a 

: cop-out, a hero’s fare- 
> well for a guy who 

: didn’t deserve one. 

: But even that debate 

: was proof of Breaking 
: Bad’s genius. Walt’s 


: angry-white-man 

: entitlement made him 
: think that life owed 

: him everything and 

: more, more, more. And 
: the ending turned us 

: allinto Walter Whites, 
: believing that we 

: deserve the biggest, 

> eraziest blowout ever— 
: and knowing that 

: whatever we get, it 

: will never be enough. 


ENLIGHTENED: LACEY TERRELL; GAME OF THRONES: HELEN SLOAN/HBO 


2. ENLIGHTENED 

HBO 

Should you devote your life 
to doing the right thing, even 
if it’s for the wrong reason? 
Mike White and Laura Dern’s 
canceled-too-soon comedy 
forced viewers to grapple 
with that question as 
whistle-blower Amy Jellicoe 
(Dern) tried to drag down 
the big bad corporation 
where she worked—and earn 
more Twitter followers in 
return. While every other 
show pushed us to identify 
with antiheroes, Enlightened 
posed a harder challenge, 
urging us to root for an 
annoying but relatable 
human who couldn't desensi- 
tize herself to the horrors 

of the world. Despite its 

dark humor, Enlightened 
was a sincere show. It 

wasn't asking: Why does this 
crazy woman feel everything 
too deeply? It was asking: 
Why don’t you? 


3. GAME OF THRONES #20 


Two words alone could earn George R.R. Martin’s epic 
adventure a spot on this list: Red Wedding. Or maybe 
one word: dracarys (Valyrian for “Warning: This dragon 
is about to BBQ your face”). But GoT amounted to so 
much more than swordplay and fire breath this season. 
From Cersei and Margaery’s struggle for control over 
Joffrey to Tywin’s clandestine letter-writing campaign, 
the suspense played out like the best chess match ever, 
with the most powerless people (women, old men, chil- 
dren) secretly manipulating the mighty from behind the 
velvet drapes. And if strategy alone doesn’t thrill you, 
consider the mind-blowing scene where a female knight 
fights a bear in a gladiator ring. 


GIOVANNI LOVISETTO 


TV 


2, ORANGE IS THE 

NEW BLACK 

NETFLIX 

What began as a show 

about a white, upper-middle- 
class, Whole Foods-eating, 
Toms-shoes-buying yuppie 
ultimately pulled a marvelous 
bait and switch, getting us to 
care less about bourgie convict 
Piper (Taylor Schilling) than 
about the drug addicts, 
murderers, and thieves around 
her. That's partly a credit to the 
absurdly talented acting (Uzo 
Aduba as Crazy Eyes!) and 
infinitely quotable dialogue 
(“Lesbian request DENIED!”), 
but it’s mostly due to the 
show's bottomless empathy. 
When Piper’s mother scoffs at 
the other inmates, Piper looks 
her straight in the eye. “lam no 
different from anybody else in 
here,” she says. That’s the 
most revolutionary thing 
about O/TNB: It makes you 
realize that in another time 
and circumstance, you'd be 

no different either. 


5. PLEASE LIKE ME 

PIVOT 

If HBO's Girls were recast 
with Australian twentysome- 
things...well, it still wouldn’t 
have as much heart as this 
ridiculously funny, sad show. 
(If you don’t have Pivot, catch 


. Josh 
Thomas” 
on Please 


up oniTunes.) Creator-star 
Josh Thomas plays Josh, an 
adorably preppy 21-year-old 
whose mother (Debra Law- 
rance) tried to commit suicide. 
Also, his girlfriend (Caitlin Sta- 
sey) just realized he’s gay. The 
premise might sound dour, but 
PLM made me laugh out loud 
with its spot-on portrayal of 
quarter-life confusion. Clumsy 
hookups are followed by first 
dates instead of the reverse. 
Young people befriend their 
mothers and mother their 
friends. Life-changing news 
gets revealed during silly party 
games, like “What's the most 
embarrassing thing that’s 
happened to your genitals?” 
For anyone under 25, it’s a 
perfect example of BUFU 
realism—by us, for us. For 
anyone older, it’s comedy gold. 


6. MAD MEN 

AMC 

This season, Don Draper (Jon 
Hamm) started out reading 
Dante's Inferno and ended up 


living in it, finally leaving the 
escapist fantasy machine of 
Sterling Cooper Draper 
Whomever long enough to 
notice that the outside world 
was going to hell. It was a 
moving portrait of innocence 
lost: Megan (Jessica Paré) 
watched the violent Vietnam 
protests on TV; Dawn (Teyo- 
nah Parris) dealt with Martin 
Luther King Jr’s death; Sally 
(Kiernan Shipka) took a swig 
of hooch and witnessed her 
dad's infidelity. We saw the 
fall of the American dream 
and the rise of the hemline on 
Bob's James Wolk) beach 
shorts. Meanwhile, Don 
learned from Dante that you 
can't save yourself without 
going through purgatory first, 
and his Hershey's speech was 
his salvation. I'd complain 
about the obvious brothel 


: flashbacks, but I’ve got too 


much chocolate in my mouth. 


2. TOP OF THE LAKE 
: SUNDANCE 


Sometimes the best televi- 
sion functions as botha 
critique of a genre anda 
brilliant example of what it’s 


: critiquing. That’s the case 


with Jane Campion’s mystery 
about a 12-year-old (Jacque- 

line Joe) who goes missing in 
small-town New Zealand, the 


DAVID GIESBRECHT/CBS 


detective (Elisabeth Moss) 
who sets out to find her, and 
a colony of “emancipated” 
women camped out along 
the lake. Poking fun at her 
reputation as an art-house 
feminist, Campion gets some 
good jokes out of GJ (Holly 
Hunter), the wacky guru who 
leads this all-female outpost. 
But this is still a serious femi- 
nist drama, one that explores 
the harsh workplace dynam- 
ics for female cops and the 
long-term consequences of 
sexual assault. Plus, the 


ending is truly harrowing. 
Women's studies majors, 
start your graduate theses. 
Everyone else, prepare to be 
totally freaked out. 


8. THE GOOD WIFE 

CBS 

One clever watcher recently 
dubbed “Hitting the Fan” 
(a.k.a. the Episode Where 
They Blow Up the Law Firm) 
“Lockhart/Gardner’s Red 
Wedding.” That feels about 
right: The action couldn't have 
been any more intense if 


Diane (Christine Baranski) 
had sung “The Rains of 
Castamere’” while plunging a 
sword into Alicia’s Julianna 
Margulies) belly. But then, 
every episode has been 
almost that exciting lately. 
Between the cerebral sparring 
matches in the courtroom and 
Alicia and Will's Josh Charles) 
delicious hate-flirting, it’s part 
screwball classic, part 
brainteaser—and all the more 
reason to believe that great 


: TV doesn't have to flame out 


after season 4. 


John Benjamin 
Hickey and Julianna 
Margulies on 

The Good Wife 


THE RETURNED: JEAN CLAUDE LOTHER 


9. HOUSE OF CARDS 


NETFLIX 


Some people never finished this masterfully paced 
Beltway thriller because it bugged them when 
Congressman Frank Underwood (Kevin Spacey) 
spoke directly to the camera. Me? | think it’s a 
smart device, meant to convey that Frank is so 
swept up in his own ego, he can’t do anything 
without imagining that he has an audience. That’s 
just one of many savvy dramatic choices in the 
gripping morality play, which reveals Washington, 
D.C., as a stage fit for Shakespearean drama. 
Spacey makes Frank’s rise to power just as chilling 
as Richard Ill’s, and Robin Wright is downright icy 
as Frank’s own Lady Macbeth. Yet something 
about their cold, ambitious marriage feels very 
of-the-moment, too. I’ll bet the Clintons binge- 
watched the hell out of this. 


10. THE RETURNED 

The zombies on this moody, 
atmospheric, impossibly chic 
French drama (now airing 

on Sundance) aren't really 
zombies per se. They don’t 
nibble on femurs or drag a 
backward-turned foot down 
the street. So when a school- 
bus accident kills children 

in a small Alpine village— 
and one of those children 
comes back to life—the story 
is so much more unsettling 
than your average undead 
saga. The Returned speaks 
to our inability to let go of 
what's gone, and in an era 
when the past and the 
present seem to happen 
simultaneously—with 
YouTube and Instagram 
channeling instant nostalgia— 
that feels like an especially 
timely theme. Clearly, this 
show has what all zombies 
want: braaaaaains. 


Anne 
\ Consigny 
+ and Yara 
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The Year’s Best Albums 


FIERCE WOMEN AND SENSITIVE MEN CAPTIVATED OUR CRITIC—BUT NONE 


COULD TOP A SELF-PROCLAIMED GOD. BY NICK CATUCCI 


BEST TRACK “BLOOD ON THE LEAVES” ®) 


YEEZUS 
KANYE WEST 


He can’t be serious. That’s 
what all the late-night 
hosts and lists of “craziest 
Kanye quotes” told us 
about Kanye West in 2013. 
And sure, he’s the one 
who said that thing about 
being a god, and that 
other thing about hurry- 
ing up with his damn mas- 
sage. But like any human 
(even one who raps, “No 
sports bra/Let’s keep it 
bouncing”), Kanye’s got 
every right to be serious. 
Asserting that freedom on 


Illustration by RUDY GUTIERREZ 
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2. NOTHING WAS THE SAME 
DRAKE 

In a year that practically oozed 
smoove vibes from Robin 
Thicke and Justin Timberlake, 
Drake got pop working its 
core. Even “Hold On, We're 
Going Home,” in every other 
way the ’87 Oldsmobile of 
falls top five hits, boasts a 
beat as crisp as anything by 
Phil Collins. When he gets to 
flexin‘—as on “Worst Behav- 
ior,” with its Rube Goldberg 
underpinnings; the MC smack- 
down “The Language”, and 
the hypnotic “Started From 
the Bottom’—he’s flawlessly 
confident. But his restless 
thoughts keep the elegant 
music here taut. He revisits 
old flames (Courtney from 
Hooters, Bria from Macy’s) 
the way a Zen master medi- 
tates ona candle, and even 
calls out his mother for ceding 
energy to her illness. Intimacy 
needn't be soft. 

BEST TRACK “STARTED FROM 
THE BOTTOM” €) 
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2%, SAME TRAILER 
DIFFERENT PARK 
KACEY MUSGRAVES 

Even with “Follow Your 
Arrow’—her lilting anthem 
recognizing that the “straight 
and narrow/Gets a little too 
straight,” that girls might 
want to kiss other girls, and 
that you might consider roll- 
ing ajoint sometime—Kacey 
is no Katniss. But while she 
may not be a country outlaw, 
she's a girl next door you'd be 
wise not to underestimate. 
The powerfully pretty first 
single, “Merry Go 'Round,” 
touches down on trailer-park 
life like a heartbroken tornado. 


Kacey 
Musgraves 


Better yet, the muscular 
“Blowin’ Smoke” takes a 
waitress’-eye view of the 
women in those trailers: “Well, 
Janie got divorced again/Her 
ex-husband's in the pen/With 
2 to 5, or 5 to 10/Or longer.” 

In a scenario where the 
future's none too appetizing, 
Musgraves sings as sweet 
and slow as pancake syrup. 
BEST TRACK 

“BLOWIN’ SMOKE” 


5. KISS LAND 

THE WEEKND 

You know that voice—the one 
that tells you to force your 
chauffeur to get high and gun 


The Weeknd 


it to 110, and entices poten- 
tial lovers by whispering little 
nothings like “If you commit 
to this ride, there’s no turning 
back”? No? That's the mur- 
mur Toronto R&B singer Abel 


Tesfaye so ably indulges on 


his first non-mixtape album, 
a nearly hour-long head trip 
in which sexual obsession, 

betrayal, addiction, and big- 


: ticket trust issues tangle like 


limbs under silk sheets. Drake 
hustles in for a hot verse 
during strip-club anti-anthem 
“Live For,” where ominous 
submarine bleats give way to 
guitar plucked like a Renais- 
sance lute, but it’s Tesfaye’s 
delicate falsetto—and dark, 
distinctly 80s guitar and 
synth sounds—that envelops 
you everywhere else. It’s a 
weirdly exhilarating experi- 
ence, with the bonus effect 
of torpedoing the make- 
believe encouraged by cheery 
online dating profiles. 

BEST TRACK 

“WANDERLUST” 
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6. PARAMORE 
PARAMORE 
The best rock album of 2013 


certainly didn’t announce itself 


as such, even if it did debut at 
No. 1, a first for the band that 
made it. And it came with a 
title defiantly declaring their 
return after the 2010 depar- 
ture of two founding mem- 
bers: Paramore. The renewed 
group—led, as it could only be, 
by the incandescent singer 
Hayley Williams—doesn't dial 
in any vague political messag- 
ing or specially procured club 
beats (although the clap- 
along “Ain't It Fun” will flip 
anyone's dance switch). Wil- 
liams simply belts like a pop- 
punk-weaned millennial who 
has learned a thing or two, like 
how thrills lurk even in years- 
long relationships (‘Still Into 
You”) and compromise can 
look like failure (“Fast in My 
Car”). When the music ramps 
up to big-ol’-rock-band grand, 
it’s only because her boys 

are trying to keep up. 

BEST TRACK 

“AIN'T IT FUN” GD 


Paramore 


music in ast beset hoodies. More pieaeeanateg 
guys loosed rich harmonies on sheer land. These five from — 


it’s not that you'll glean a whole lot fr r 
lyrics, which tend to involve mundane details of life, like 
lovers bumming cigarettes or as itary st i silat 


bal bowl of cereal before bed. But 


ppst-hobgr harmonies to the pitt 
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8. MY NAME IS MY NAME 
PUSHA T 

The last great gangsta rapper 
also happens to be his own 
most hilarious critic. On his 
first official album since wind- 
ing down Clipse, the coke-rap 
duo he founded in 1992 with 
his brother Malice, Pusha T 
describes his evolution this 
way: “Nowadays | sell hope/ 
What, you rather | sell dope?/ 
What | sell is a lifestyle/Naked 
bitches on sailboats.” (The 
man’s so deadpan, his jokes 
deserve chalk outlines.) With 
these beats—private-stash 
stuff from the likes of his 
label boss Kanye West and 
Pharrell Williams—he could 
sell fire in hell. In fact, Pusha 
plumbs his emotional depths, 
breaking down his parents’ 
divorce after 35 years of 
marriage and his conflicted 
feelings about his brother, 
who now calls himself No 
Malice, finding God. Not to 
worry: My Name comes 

down on the side of “sinnin’.” 
BEST TRACK 

“NOSETALGIA’ €] 


9. MODERN VAMPIRES 

OF THE CITY 

VAMPIRE WEEKEND 

Eager, assured young men 
such as these rarely settle for 
even unexpected success. But 


Earl Sweatshirt 


few of them amplify their 
ambitions as gracefully as 
Ezra Koenig and his chums do 
on Vampire Weekend's lovely 
third album. Easing off their 
signature moves—music 
borrowed from Africa, lyrics 
referencing New England— 
they open up and allow some 
vulnerability into their vibrant, 
sculpted sound. Now pushing 
30, Koenig remains his clean- 
cut, undaunted self, but with 
grown-up neuroses creeping 
in: Upbeat songs like “Finger 
Back” and “Worship You” 
resound with nervous energy, 
and “Diane Young” warps the 
manic, baby-baby-baby rock 
sound favored by ’50s teens 
just as pointedly as it puns on 
“dyin’ young.” World-music 
chops, bookworm mentality, 
old-fashioned diligence—all 
good qualities that benefit 
from alittle breaking in. 

BEST TRACK “STEP” € 


10. DORIS 

EARL SWEATSHIRT 

Thebe Neruda Kgositsile—the 
dazzling teenage rapper who 
for a period famously “disap- 
peared” to boarding school in 
Samoa, just as his fellows in 
Odd Future achieved viral lift- 
off—has a great story. On 
Doris, his official debut, the 
prodigal phenom reclaims his 
own tale over shadowy, off- 
center beats. On “Hive,” he’s 
wry and riddling: “So here | 
sit, eye in the pyramid/God 
spit it like it’s truth serum in 
that beer and then/Disappear 
again.” But unlike most 
brainy, restless 19-year-olds, 
he’s generous with his epiph- 
anies, rapping about his 
absent father, his intense 
partying—and how not to 
carry a skateboard. Pay 
attention and you might even 
learn something. 

BEST TRACK “HIVE” €| 
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The Year’s Best Singles 


A TEEN FROM DOWN UNDER MADE US SWOON, BUT A PAIR OF FUNKY ROBOTS 
ULTIMATELY STOLE OUR HEARTS. BY EW STAFF 


| 


“GET LUCKY” 
DAFT PUNK FEAT. 
PHARRELL WILLIAMS 


Aswanky hotel bar. A 
secluded ski chalet near 
the Franco-Swiss border. 
A beat-up minivan on the 
way to soccer practice. It 
didn’t really matter where 
you were when this song 
came on—all of a sudden, 
it felt like you were in the 
coolest corner of the 
world. Ironically, it took 
two French robots known 
for futuristic electronic 
music to show us how a 
deceptively simple, 
refreshingly organic tune 
could keep us dancing our 
derrieres off all summer. 
Random Access Memories 


SCROLL: AW 
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2. “ROYALS” €) 

LORDE 

Make no mistake: The 
chart-dominating success 
of “Royals” is as much of a 
statement as asong. But 
even if the precocious New 
Zealand teen (born Ella 
Yelich-O’Connor) didn’t get 
you to reconsider what it 
meant to be a pop star in 
2013, “Royals” is still utterly 
fantastic—centered on that 
snappy backbeat and her 
inimitable voice, an instru- 
ment capable of expressing 
wistful longing and worldly 
skepticism in the same 
phrase. Maybe there’s 

hope for these kids yet. 
—KYLE ANDERSON 


3. “THE WIRE” €) 

HAIM 

It’s easy enough to play 
spot-the-reference in Haim’s 
plundering of ’70s and ’80s 
AM-radio gold, but these 
three SoCal sisters are much 


more than their carefully 
curated record collection and 
penchant for slick pop pro- 
duction. “The Wire” struts in 
wearing a come-hither snarl, 
with its sunglasses on and 
alit cigarette tucked into its 
snaky six-string. It’s all so 
confidently breezy that the 
song makes it sound like an 
honor to be dumped by girls 
who are this damn cool. 
—KYLE ANDERSON 


2s, “BACKSEAT FREESTYLE” 
o KENDRICK LAMAR 

As rap brags go, it’s not 
exactly Shakespeare. (A penis 
“as big as the Eiffel Tower’? 
Watch what you wish for, 


monsieur.) But the stream- 
of-consciousness “Backseat” 
might be the most purely 
ridonkulous three and a half 
minutes of music we heard 


this year. Over a slap-chopped 


sample of the Chakachas’ 
1970 Latin-soul swinger “Yo 


> Soy Cubano,” Lamar waxes 


loco on everything from 
Martin Luther King Jr. to The 


Matrix in a rasp that flips from 


Q-Tip to Cookie Monster ona 
dime. The only bummer: 


That's not actually “Coldplay” 


he’s rhyming with “O.J,” it’s 
“go play.” But when you're this 
close to perfect, who—besides 
Chris Martin—can complain? 
—LEAH GREENBLATT 
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5. “ROAR” €) 

KATY PERRY 

It’s tempting to write off 
“Roar” as a cheesy crowd- 
pleaser—the apogee of IKEA 
pop, Allen-wrenched together 
out of prefab made-in- 
Sweden parts. But it’s harder 
to put your finger on the rea- 
son why—despite the truth 
in all that—the song is so 
damn good. Is it the alchemy 
of those chirpy piano plucks 
and keening guitars? The 
way Perry’s tomboy holler 
can sound plainspoken and 
arena-big at the same time? 
The pep-talk lyrics with their 
sneaky sound patterns? 
(Quick, name another hit 
chorus built on internal vowel 
rhymes.) Probably all of the 
above, plus one secret ingre- 
dient: the swagger of a song 
that just knows it’s a smash. 
So throw those punches and 
call it those names. “Roar” 
knows that it’s a champion. 
And you're gonna hear it. 
—ADAM MARKOVITZ 


6. “BEST OF FRIENDS” €)) 
PALMA VIOLETS 

In a year seriously devoid 

of good rock songs, these 
British lads burst across the 
Atlantic like a swift Doc 
Marten to the head. Their 
thrashing underground hit 


showed no mercy, establish- 
ing itself quickly as the 
soundtrack to all the music 
festivals, debauched parties, 
and hip dive bars that your 
perpetually hungover co- 
worker didn’t take you to. 
And although the lyrics are 
bruisingly noncommittal— 

“| wanna be your best friend/ 
| don’t want you to be my 


Palma Violets 


girl’—we're totally cool with 
being in Palma Violets’ friend 


: zone. —RAY RAHMAN 


7. “STAY” €) 

RIHANNA 

We've all seen a lot—a lot—of 
the singer’s many sides over 
the years. But the one we 
get to glimpse in this spare, 
achingly gorgeous piano 
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RIHANNA: ROBIN UTRECHT/SIPA USA; FLORIDA GEORGIA LINE: KARSTEN MORAN/THE NEW YORK TIMES/REDUX 


ballad—co-written by and 
featuring the soulful Mikky 
Ekko—feels like it might just 
be the truest portrait of the 


woman we've been trying to 
figure out for so long now. 
Vulnerable and disarmingly 
honest, RiRi’s “Stay” showed 
us that behind the messy 
tabloid headlines, NC-17 music 
videos, and pulse-quickening 
Instagram photos, there lies 
an artist of startling power 
and range. -RAY RAHMAN 


8. “CRUISE (REMIX)” €) 
FLORIDA GEORGIA LINE 
FEAT. NELLY 

Who are these two dudes 
who look like they’re audi- 
tioning for a Creed cover 


band? What amount of 
Auto-Tune and “shawty” 
shout-outs from Nelly are 
allowed before something 
officially isn’t country any- 
more? How many syllables 
can you fit into the word 
cruise? Why did | just hit the 
replay button for the 79th 
time? So many mysteries! 
The biggest being why 
this song is made of pure, 
brainless magic. If love 
means never having to say 
you're sorry, then yeah, 

I'm not sorry. | love it. 
—LEAH GREENBLATT 


Florida 
Georgia 
Line 
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9. “THE STARS - 
(AREOUT 
TONIGHT)” 4 


DAVID BOWIE — 

_ When you're the pop 
sphere who’ 5 affected — 
everyone else, there’s only — 
one logical i arealeftto 
influence: yourself. Which 
is exactly what David — 
Bowie did on the second — 
single off his welcome sur- 
prise of a: comeback album, f 
The Next Day. Witha~ 
crunching. | guitar riff anh : 
four-on-the-floor drums, — 
the music takes its cues © 
from the best of his Berlin 
Trilogy and Scary Mon- — 
sters output. Yes, there’s 
now a reediness to his dis- — 
tinctive voice, a reminder 
of his advanced age (he'll 
be: 67 in January). But r 
when he sings of his eter- 
nal wish— “We will never 
be rid of these stars/But t 

_ hope they live forever”— 
we know it’s the boy in bir 
who keeps swinging, and 
dreaming. —JASON ADAMS - 


10. “WHEN AFIRE 

STARTS TO BURN” €) 
DISCLOSURE 

Let the kids keep their glittery 
eyeballs glued to axis-of-Ibiza 
EDM, with its brostep bass 
drops and phoned-in pop-star 
cameos. On the breakout 


Illustration by EDWARD KINSELLA III 


i single from their elemental 


debut, Settle, British brothers- 
slash-boy wonders Howard 
and Guy Lawrence (they’re 19 
and 22, respectively) scrape 
dance music down to the bone, 
just a throbbing synth ripple of 


a beat with a hi-hat chaser and 


: astraight-from-the-pulpit 
vocal sample: “When a fire 

: starts to burn, right, and it 
starts to spread/She gonna 

: bring that attitude home.” It’s 
‘ allso deliriously simple, it just 
might be genius—con fuego. 

: —LEAH GREENBLATT 
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The Year’s Best Fiction 


AMID A HOST OF TERRIFIC SHORT STORIES AND GENRE FICTION, 
AN EXPERIMENTAL NOVEL STOLE THE SHOW. BY EW STAFF 


LIFE AFTER LIFE 
KATE ATKINSON 


Life After Life begins, 
inauspiciously enough, on 
a dark and stormy night. 
But it ends (and begins, 
and ends, and begins 
again) as an utter original: 
a book so dazzlingly inven- 
tive and deeply human 
that it’s hard not to stop 
every few chapters to give 
Kate Atkinson a private 
standing ovation. Yes, she 
kills off her protagonist, 
Ursula Todd, almost 
immediately, letting the 
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_ GEORGE 
SAUNDERS 


2. TENTH OF DECEMBER 
GEORGE SAUNDERS 

If you do only one important 
thing in life, err on the side of 
kindness. That’s what Saun- 
ders told Syracuse University 
during a commencement 
speech that went viral this 
year, and it’s also the message 
underlying these moving 
short stories, which are all 
about the limits of empathy. 
A mother struggles to do the 
right thing when adopting a 
puppy from a troubled family. 
A prisoner who's subjected to 
extreme psychological exper- 
iments must decide whether 
he'll torture a fellow lab rat. 

A terminally ill man abandons 
a suicide attempt to rescue a 
boy who's fallen through the 
ice. Stylistically innovative, 
with a sharp humor that 
somehow makes everything 
sadder, this isn’t just a tender, 
witty book. It’s a guide to 
being human. —MELISSA MAERZ 


Khaled 
Hosseini 


3. AND THE MOUNTAINS ECHOED 
KHALED HOSSEINI 

Just when you thought you knew all of Khaled Hosseini’s 
tricks, he delivers his biggest and most devastating novel 
yet. And the Mountains Echoed opens ina tiny Afghan 
village, not too different from the settings of Hosseini’s 
previous two novels, The Kite Runner and A Thousand 
Splendid Suns. An impoverished laborer hands over his 
3-year-old daughter to a wealthy couple in Kabul, ripping 
her away from her heartbroken brother. The consequences 
of this separation radiate out- 
ward through a series of over- 
lapping, perspective-shifting 
narratives that span six 
decades—bringing together 
unexpectedly linked characters HOSSE. L Ni 
and bounding from Afghanistan Ps ie jl 
to San Francisco, Paris, and the ae 
Greek isle of Tinos. Hosseini 
conjures up a huge range of 
emotions, but it never feels 
like manipulation—just superb 
storytelling. —STEPHAN LEE 


AND THE 
MOUNT4/ NS 


ECHOED | 
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5. BLEEDING EDGE 

THOMAS PYNCHON 

Pynchon’s latest is a Chandler-esque 
shaggy-dog puzzler much like his last 
novel, Inherent Vice, but this time 

the genial miasma of pot smoke is 
replaced by a darkly pumping techno- 
cratic heart. Insurance investigator 
Maxine Tarnow delves into the ruins of 
the burst dotcom bubble, trying to solve 
an ever-metastasizing mystery that 


BLEEDING 


The Interestings 


2%, THE INTERESTINGS leads her from the heights of Silicon Alley 
MEG WOLITZER opulence to the depths of the Deep Web. Byzantine plotting, 
Like Mary McCarthy's The sparkling characters, deft wordplay—the Pynchonic peculiarities 


Group, this engrossing novel 
is more than a coming-of- 
age story about young 
Americans. It’s a coming- 


are all here, and for all its capital-L Literariness, it’s also laugh-out- 
loud funny. What other major author can bat at the creeping fears 
of the modern technological age while still managing to throw 

in a strip club named the Joie de Beavre? —KEITH STASKIEWICZ 


WECKER;: SHELDON WECKER 


of-age story about America 
itself, one that takes you 
through LSD, Moonie 
marriages, AIDS, and 9/11, 
only to prove that the more 
the world changes, the more 
people stay the same. As 
Wolitzer follows six teenag- 
ers from their first meeting 
at summer camp in the 
1970s into middle age, their 
conversations and fights 

feel so familiar, they could’ve 
come from real life. (Wolitzer 
met her own best friend at 
camp.) And the title is deli- 
ciously ironic, a reminder that 
no one’s quite as interesting 
as they thought they were at 
age 15—and thank goodness 
for that. -MELISSA MAERZ 


Helene 
Wecker 


6. THE GOLEM 

AND THE JINNI 

HELENE WECKER 

Wecker’s luminous tale is 
something of a hybrid—equal 
parts literary fantasy, magical 
realism, and historical fiction, 


generously studded with 
Arabian legend and Jewish 
mysticism—yet somehow 

it works. Two mythological 
creatures: a golem, made 

of clay, and a jinni, born of 
fire, have found themselves 
trapped in human form. 
Both impoverished recent 
immigrants, they meet, quite 
by chance, amid the clang and 
bustle of 19th-century New 
York City. As their sweetly 
enchanting romance unfolds 
against a palette of grays 
and blacks and browns—the 
grimy shades of the Lower 
East Side—they learn what 
it means to be truly alive. 
—TINA JORDAN 
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‘7. THE WOMAN 

WHOLOST HER SOUL 

BOB SHACOCHIS 

It’s nearly impossible to make 
a713-page novel read like a 
taut paperback thriller. But 
Shacochis pulls it off so well 
here, you'd think he was 
John le Carré. Starting with 
amystery—what happened 
to a female photojournalist 
found dead in postrevolution 
Haiti—his captivating story 
jumps back to Croatia during 
World War II, as a boy swears 
to avenge his father’s death, 
then moves forward to 
Istanbul during the 1980s, 
as a teenage girl falls for a 
Muslim with extremist ties. 
By the end, Shacochis brings 
everything together master- 
fully, with an epic that’s a 
family saga, a love story, a 
history lesson, and a total 
page-turner at the same 
time. —MELISSA MAERZ 


8. THE HUSBAND’S SECRET 

LIANE MORIARTY 

Chick lit is generally the Rodney Dangerfield of the literary 
world: It gets no respect. And it’s easy to damn The Husband's 
Secret with faint lady-book praise: “It's not bad...for a story with 
a giant pink flower on the cover and a title that sounds like a 
telenovela.” But that doesn’t get at how good it is—emotionally 
astute, immensely smart, and as cinematically plotted as 

any Tom Perrotta novel destined for critical accolades and a 
big-screen adaptation. Secret’s intertwined tales of three 
Australian women—struggling, respectively, with infidelity, a 
daughter's long-ago death, and the titular mystery—may never 
be given a chance by readers with Y chromosomes, but it’s a 
“secret” the other 50 percent of the population should be 
happy to keep. —LEAH GREENBLATT 


“Spellbinding ... A knockout!” 
“-BMILY GIFFIN, New York Times- -bestselling author 
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9. THE SON 

PHILIPP MEYER 

This multigenerational West- 
ern strives self-consciously 
for the status of a Big 
Novel—and not just in actual 
size, although it’s about as 
thick as the prairie is wide. 

In his second work of long 
fiction, Meyer digs at ideas 
lodged deep in the American 
mythos—violence, renewal, 
self-creation—with his story 
of the McCulloughs, a ranch- 
ing and oil dynasty whose 
history runs parallel with that 
of their native Texas. Meyer 
apparently spent much time 
and energy obsessively 
researching the period 
details, and that investment 
is evident. While his prose 

is dense with specifics, it’s 
still lively—especially in the 
sections dealing with Eli 
McCullough, who lived among 
the Comanche for years. It’s a 
gripping tale chiseled directly 
out of the Texas landscape. 
—KEITH STASKIEWICZ 
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10. AMERICANAH 


CHIMAMANDA NGOZI ADICHIE 

Some African novels make Americans feel better about 
race in this country. It’s a good thing that this isn’t one 
of them. Telling the keenly observed story of Ifemelu 
and Obinze, two Nigerians who fall in love, drift apart, 
and immigrate to the U.S. and the U.K., respectively, 
Adichie speaks to brutal truths about what it means to 
be a person of color far away y 

from your homeland, and why 

people like Ifemelu, who identify 

as “non-American blacks,” really 

can’t go home again. It’s a biting 

social satire and a fresh, thought- 

provoking take on the so-called 

“postracial” generation. If it’s 

not the Great American Novel, 

it’s a great reason to reconsider 

what that phrase really means. 

—MELISSA MAERZ 
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THOUGH IT WAS THE YEAR OF THE MEMOIR—AND THE HUGE BIO—A REAL-LIFE 
FORENSIC THRILLER BESTED THEM ALL. BY EW STAFF 


FIVE DAYS 
AT MEMORIAL 
SHERI FINK 


When Hurricane Katrina 
slammed into New Orleans 
on Aug. 28, 2005, there 
were 244 patients alive at 
the city’s Memorial Medical 
Center. Five days later, 45 
had died. What happened? 
Marshaling detail from hun- 
dreds of interviews—and 
raising critical questions 
about bioethics, race, class, 
and for-profit hospitals— 
Fink takes us through the 
storm and its aftermath 
hour by hour. The hospital, 


without power, was brutally 
hot and permeated with 
the stench of death and 
raw sewage. The staff said 
that those who died simply 
couldn’t survive such 
horrific conditions. But the 
Louisiana attorney general, 
believing that some patients 
had been euthanized, 
arrested a doctor and two 
nurses (all charges against 
them were later dropped). 
“Tt is hard for any of us 

to know how we would 


Illustration by PAT KINSELLA 


act under such terrible 
pressure,” writes Fink. 
When you finish her 
riveting account, though, 
you'll know exactly what 
happened at Memorial— 
and why. —TINA JORDAN 


2. FOSSE 

SAM WASSON 

In his meticulously researched 
biography of choreographer 
and director Bob Fosse, Sam 
Wasson weaves an enthrall- 
ing narrative of a mercurial life 
lived on a marquee. If you 
want juicy gossip on Chicago, 
Cabaret, or Fosse’s infamous 
sexual appetite, it’s all here. 
But it’s the little details of 
Fosse’s insecure side that 
really captivate, like his timid 
first days in dance school. Be 
you Broadway newbie or 
know-it-all, Wasson’s stories 
are mesmerizing. For the first 
time, it’s not Fosse’s dance 
steps that dazzle—it’s the 
beguiling man behind the 
moves. —MARC SNETIKER 


y 


3. WITH OR WITHOUT YOU 

DOMENICA RUTA 

Mother-daughter memoirs are never hard to find, but this debut by 
Domenica Ruta is a dark, jagged gem. Kathi, the mother-monster 
who looms large over every page, would be a revelation to any 
writer in need of a fascinating character, but for Ruta, growing up 
with her was a very real nightmare. Among Kathi’s parenting 
choices: giving Ruta marijuana for Christmas, treating her head- 
aches with Oxycontin, encouraging her to get pregnant in high 
school, selling drugs to pay for her top-tier education, and leaving 
her with a known pedophile. But Ruta cuts through the horror 
and chaos of her story with lucid insights, gorgeous writing, 
unexpected humor, and a glimmer of hope. —STEPHAN LEE 
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Paul 
Theroux 


TO ZONA VERDE 


PAUL THEROUX 

In 2003's Dark Star Safari, Theroux chronicled his trip 
down through the eastern slice of Africa from Cairo to 
Cape Town. A decade later, he begins where he left off 
and completes the journey’s second leg, winding his way 
up the continent’s southwest coast. It’s all nice and sweet 
except that the trip is an unmitigated catastrophe. 
Theroux repeatedly encounters the same disheartening 
indicators of poverty, sickness, and social decay on his 
trek, and his vision of the land that birthed humanity 

is anything but rose-colored. With its urgent, anguished 
prose, Theroux’s travel writing isn’t meant to sell plane 
tickets but to reveal to you something you would never 
otherwise see. —KEITH STASKIEWICZ 


5. THE GOOD NURSE 
CHARLES GRAEBER 

When Charlie Cullen worked 
a shift, patients died. Lots of 
them, over the years. The 
reclusive nurse, it turned out, 
may have administered lethal 
injections to as many as 400 
people, which would make 
him the most prolific serial 
killer in American history. 
Graeber’s account—seam- 
lessly crafted from interviews 
with co-workers, families of 
the victims, the detectives 
straight out of a pulp novel 
who cracked the case, and 
even Cullen himself—goes 
way beyond standard serial- 
killer fare: It’s a scathing 
indictment of a greedy medical 
system that, wary of possible 
lawsuits, didn’t want to deal 
with a “problem” employee 
like Cullen and just kept kick- 
ing him from one hospital to 
the next. —TINA JORDAN 


GOOD NURSE 
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6. THE TELLING ROOM 
MICHAEL PATERNITI 

You might have heard 
Michael Paterniti’s The Telling 
Room called “that book about 
cheese.” And yes, Paterniti 
devotes many rapturous 
sentences to extolling the 
glorious Paramo de Guzman, 
a curiously sharp sheep’s-milk 
cheese from Spain's Castile 
region. But really, it’s not so 
much a book for foodies as it 
is for people who love a great 
yarn. Paterniti joyfully sinks 
his teeth into the saga of 
Ambrosio Molinos, a larger- 
than-life cheese maker 
whose dairy concoction 
inspired small-town jealousy 
and a devastating betrayal 
that takes on the sweeping 
grandeur of myth. This story is 
all about a craftsman putting 
his heart and soul into his 
product—which applies not 
just to Molinos but to Paterniti 
as well. -STEPHAN LEE 


‘7. FROZEN IN TIME 
MITCHELL ZUCKOFF 

From the air, Greenland'’s 
expanses of ice look like 
beautiful “frothy meringue,” 
but in reality, the island is 
an Arctic wasteland coated 
with glaciers. In 1942 a U.S. 
military cargo plane flying 
over the country became dis- 
oriented, its pilots unable to 
distinguish between the sky 


8. THE COOKED SEED 
ANCHEE MIN 


and the edge of the ice 
cap—a condition known as 
“flying in milk”—and crash- 
landed on the ice. After two 
aborted rescue missions, the 
surviving crew members had 
to fend for themselves for 
months. Zuckoff elegantly 
and expertly juxtaposes their 
tale with the modern-day 
recovery of the second 
rescue plane. —TINA JORDAN 


Anchee Min 


Min’s landmark 1994 memoir, Red Azalea—about growing up 
during China’s Cultural Revolution—unfolds almost like a 
terrifying dystopian novel. The Cooked Seed, her first memoir 
since, picks up after she immigrates to Chicago, where the 
stakes are no lower as she fights for a visa, learns English from 
Mister Rogers, claws her way out of a bad marriage, and tries 
to raise her daughter with an American spirit and a Chinese 
determination. It’s the book Battle Hymn of the Tiger Mother 
wanted to be. Min’s story serves as both a love letter to her 
adopted country and a poignant wake-up call to Americans 
who take their freedoms for granted. -STEPHAN LEE 
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9. BOOK OF AGES 
JILL LEPORE 

Of Benjamin Franklin we know a great deal; of his sister 

Jane, very little. “The facts of [her] life are hard to come by,” 
Lepore admits of her subject. “Her obscurity is matched only 
by her brother’s fame. If he meant to be Everyman, she is 
everyone else.” Benjamin apprenticed with a printer; the 
equally bright Jane married at 15 and bore 12 children. Lepore’s 
remarkable book reveals an unseen side of Benjamin, but its 
real accomplishment lies in its depiction of the daily lives of 
18th-century women. This is history as we never see it in 
glossy textbooks. —TINA JORDAN 


10. GOING CLEAR 


: LAWRENCE WRIGHT 


One of the problems with 
recruiting intelligent, creative 
people to your fledgling 
religion is that they may one 
day revolt and do their best 
to take you down. Wright is 
hardly the first writer to 
negatively detail the history 
of, and alleged abuses 
committed by, the Church of 
Scientology, the religion 
established by sci-fi author 
L. Ron Hubbard whose celeb- 
rity members include Tom 
Cruise and John Travolta. But 
he is the first to do so with 


such high-caliber ammunition, 
: thanks to the cooperation 


of Crash director and former 
Scientologist Paul Haggis. 


: The result is an engrossing 


read for anyone interested 
in the church—and an 
absolutely essential one for 
anyone thinking of joining it. 


CLARK COLLIS 
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IN 2005, A NAVY 
SEAL TEAM 
STATIONED IN 
AFGHANISTAN 
CAME UNDER FIRE. 
ALL BUT ONE OF 
THEM WERE 
KILLED. NOW 
LONE SURVIVOR, 
STARRING MARK 
WAHLBERG, TELLS 

THE STORY 
OF THE MAN 
WHOLIVED. 
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It’s October 2012, and a bloody Mark Wahlberg is being dragged, 
screaming and flailing, to a tree stump in the middle of the New Mexico 
desert, where Taliban soldiers are preparing to decapitate him. A few 
yards away, a group of former Navy SEALs watch with fury in their eyes, 
tears streaming down their faces. “I remember looking over,” Wahlberg 
recalls, “and seeing them wanting to just f---ing kill these guys.” 


Violence is central to almost 
every scene in Lone Survivor 
(rated R, out Dec. 25). Based 
on the autobiographical best- 
seller by Marcus Luttrell, 
Peter Berg’s film chronicles 
the fate of SEAL Team 10 ona 
disastrous 2005 mission in 
Afghanistan. Operation Red 
Wings left 19 men dead. Lut- 
trell, played by Wahlberg, was 
the only man to escape with 
his life. He was stranded 


Luttrell 
circa 2007 


without communication in the 
Hindu Kush Mountains after 
three comrades (played by 
Taylor Kitsch, Emile Hirsch, 
and Ben Foster) were killed in 
a Taliban ambush. 

The tension and tragedy of 
Lone Survivor hinge on a moral 
dilemma. Early on, SEAL 
Team 10 is found by some 
unsuspecting Afghan goat- 
herds. Some of the SEALs 
push to let them go, and others 
argue for their death. The men 
ultimately decide to release 
them, but the Afghans then 
reveal the team’s location to 
the Taliban. And thus an act 
of mercy gets them killed. 

This was not, obviously, an 
easy story to tell, and Luttrell, 
now 88, wasn’t sure he wanted 
Hollywood to tell it. “People 
don’t read very much,” he says 
in a gruff Texan drawl. “What- 
ever people see on the screen, 
that’s what they’re going to 
think went down.” For the 
most part, it is. Berg brought 
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LUTTRELL: COURTESY OF BRANDON SCOTT; LONE SURVIVOR: GREGORY R. PETERS 


Luttrell into the process early 
in 2007, and while writing the 
script in 2010, the director 
embedded himself with a 
SEAL platoon in Iraq, along 
the Syrian border. “On Battle- 
ship I went and lived on a Navy 
destroyer for three weeks,” 
says Berg, “but this was a bit 
different. This was an active 
SEAL platoon in a war zone.” 
Berg and Luttrell then trav- 
eled around the U.S. meeting 
with the families of fallen 
SEALs. “I spent time with 
him, shot a few pigs,” Berg 
says. “He lived at my house for 
a period, and we just became 
very natural friends.” 

Luttrell often gave input on 
set in New Mexico and Ari- 
zona, and Berg had active and 
former SEALs on hand to 
make sure he got the details 
right. While shooting in the 
Santa Fe mountains, the 
actors shoved egg salad sand- 
wiches into their back pockets 
to tide them over until lunch. 
There were no trailers to 
escape into during breaks. 
“There’s usually a degree of 
complaining, like, ‘Ugh, craft 
services didn’t have the pea- 
nut butter that I wanted this 
morning,” says producer 
Sarah Aubrey. “There was 
none of that.” 


P(Fromileft) 
Ben Foster, 
Emile Hirsch, 


Wahlberg rejects the idea 
that he had it hard, as he made 
passionately clear in the “How 
f---in’ dare you” diatribe about 
Hollywood actors that went 
viral after the Lone Survivor 
premiere. “No matter how 
f---ed-up my back was, we got 
to go down the mountain at 
the end of the day,” he tells 
EW. “We got to go back to our 
hotel room and take a bath. 
These guys didn’t have that 
luxury.” (Asked about Wahl- 
berg’s rant, Luttrell is nothing 
but supportive: “People asked 
me quite a few times, ‘Was he 
drunk on stage?’ I said, ‘No, I 
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GREGORY R. PETERS 


don’t believe so.’ I think he was 
just making a point. I guess 
you can’t do that anymore.”) 

One luxury the real SEALs 
did have was a deep sense of 
unity, and it’s on this point 
alone that Luttrell has a quib- 
ble with the finished film. The 
debate the SEALs have on the 
mountain about whether to 
kill the goatherds makes for 
great drama, but Luttrell 
wants to make clear that his 
comrades were all on board 
with setting the Afghans free. 
“There was no argument in 
real life,” he says. “I went and 
talked to [Berg] and said, ‘You 
know, it didn’t go down like 
that.’ He goes, ‘I know, but it’s 
a movie. This isn’t a documen- 
tary.” And I was like, ‘Okay, 
roger that.” 

You might assume that Lut- 
trell, who now runs the Lone 
Survivor Foundation to aid 
wounded service members, 
found making a film about this 
chapter in his life to be unbear- 
able. But he isn’t sensitive 
when talking about sacrifice. 
Medically retired from the 
Navy—and living with his wife 
and two kids on a ranch in 
Texas—Luttrell says he 
misses fighting alongside his 
teammates but doesn’t feel 
haunted by their memory. 
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BREAKOUT PERFORMANCE 
* BENFOSTER x 


For the film adaptation 
of Lone Survivor, star 
Mark Wahlberg and 
author Marcus Luttrell 
both had the same actor 
in mind to play Sonar 
Technician Second 
Class Matthew Axelson: 
Ben Foster (3:10 to 
Yuma).“| fought really 
hard [for him],” says 
Wahlberg, who gave up 
part of his pay package 
to help get the 33-year- 


old actor on board. Money well spent. Foster’s stalwart 
performance in Survivor is a breakthrough. “| was with 
the Axelson family,” Luttrell says. “I said, ‘If you think 
people know who your son is now, just wait. Ben Foster 


just brought your boy back to life’” -GRapy SMITH 


“Once that bullet leaves your 
barrel, it’s gone forever,” he 
says. “You can’t change the 
past, so I don’t dwell on things 
that happened.” Viewing the 
film may be gut-wrenching for 
audiences, but he has seen 
worse. “People always ask me 
if it’s difficult to watch the 
movie,” he says. “No. I went 
through it in real life, bro.” = 


GREGORY R. PETERS 


NOT LONG AGO, JENA MALONE 
WAS SO SICK OF WAITING FOR THE PHONE 
TO RING THAT SHE NEARLY QUIT ACTING. 


NOW SHE’S BACK WITH A VENGEANCE IN THE HUNGER 
GAMES: CATCHING FIRE. BY KAREN VALBY 


F ALL THE TERRIFYING THINGS IN THE HUNGER GAMES: 
Catching Fire—the jabberjays, the monkey mutts, 
Stanley Tucci’s maniacal game-show-host grin— 
none are a match for Jena Malone. From the moment 
she steps on screen, defiantly stripping down in an 
elevator, the 29-year-old actress brings a feral intensity to 
Johanna Mason, a former victor dragged back into another 
death match alongside hero Katniss Everdeen (Jennifer 
Lawrence). “Once Jena auditioned, it was over,” says franchise 
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producer Nina Jacobson. 
“Jena has this quality where 
you don’t want to be enemies 
with her, but at the same time 
you couldn’t ask for anybody 
more fierce on your side.” Her 
performance throbs with 
aggression. “Jena,” says 
director Francis Lawrence, 
“was born to play somebody 
like Johanna.” 

Thanks to Catching Fire, 
Malone is finally enjoying a 
spotlight that’s eluded her for 
close to two decades. She 
made her moving debut in 
1996’s Bastard Out of Carolina 
and has been a reliable sup- 
porting player ever since. In 
films like Stepmom, Donnie 
Darko, and Into the Wild, she 


| FIRE FIGHTER 


showed a raw vulnerability at 
once deep and slightly dan- 
gerous. When Zack Snyder 
cast her in 2011’s Sucker 
Punch, she seemed poised to 
break into more mainstream 
work. But the splashy girl- 
power flick flopped hard, and 
Malone’s phone again went 
silent. “I was so primed for 
more, and then there were no 
parts,” she says. “I was so 
over the game and going to 
quit acting.” 

Instead of walking away for 
good, she took camping trips 
in Big Sur. And she threw 
herself into photography and 
her two-person electro-folk 
band the Shoe (with Lem Jay 
Ignacio), jerry-rigging an 
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elaborate instrument out of 
an old trunk. “We used to just 
go and play on street corners 
with my generator,” she says. 
“Tt’s all just freestyle-based, 
like Townes Van Zandt or 
Tom Waits.” 

Malone had mostly given 
up reading scripts when 
she was approached about 
playing a ruthless Kentucky 
girl in the Kevin Costner 
TV miniseries Hatfields & 
McCoys. “She was like the 
Lady Macbeth of the West,” 
Malone says of her character. 
“And I thought, ‘Huh, I feel 
like I can really get into this 
[character’s] physical body,’ 
I think it was Hatfields that 
got me Catching Fire because 
I’d never played such an evil, 
feisty girl before. I’ve played 
dark girls with problems, 
but most of them were inno- 
cent to their own destructive 
patterns.” It’s that lack of 
innocence that makes her 
Johanna Mason so wonder- 
fully ferocious. And the 
actress is thrilled to have the 
chance to inspire Catching 
Fire’s teenage-girl fan base 
to embrace their own power. 
“Who do I want to model 
fearlessness for? It’s 14-, 
15-year-old girls. They’re the 
true revolutionaries.” 

Inits $158.1 million opening 
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weekend alone, Catching Fire 
made more than Malone’s 
past 10 years’ worth of movies. 
(The film has since earned 
$572.8 million worldwide.) 
She is well aware of the gift of 
exposure. “I could make the 
most incredible cake in the 
entire world, but if only my 
friends eat it, only my friends 
are going to know I’m a good 
baker,” she says. “So hell, 
yes, this is a giant, massive 
moment.” She’s hoping the 
attention might jump-start 
a biopic of writer Carson 
McCullers; she’s long been 
attached to star in the proj- 
ect, but it has struggled to 
find financing. Meanwhile, on 
Dec. 2 she gratefully reported 
to the set of The Hunger 
Games: Mockingjay Part 1. “I 
love this character. I would 
play her in an after-school 
special.” = 
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Sucker Punch 
(2011) 
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‘iin | Inside 
Llewyn Davis 


STARRING Oscar Isaac, Carey Mulligan, 
Justin Timberlake, John Goodman 
DIRECTED BY Joel and Ethan Coen 

R, 1HR., 45 MINS. 

By Owen Gleiberman 


ALISON ROSA (2) 
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(From left) Isaac, Justin 
Timberlake, and Adam Driver 


IF YOU LOVE the films of Joel and Ethan Coen, you know that they 
always look at the world through jaundiced, snark-colored glasses; 
they’ll never be warm and toasty. That quality of metaphysical cyni- 
cism runs through all my favorite Coen brothers films, from Fargo to 
Burn After Reading to A Serious Man. But I was still taken aback to 
see their jokey misanthropy applied to Inside Llewyn Davis, a tale set 
in the achingly sincere Greenwich Village folk-music scene of 1961. 
Llewyn Davis (Oscar Isaac) is a musician who's the definition of 
“struggling.” He’s a talented scrounger, crashing on his friends’ 
couches and living off the pass-around basket after gigs. Really, he’s 
a step away from dereliction. The film opens with Llewyn performing 
a song at the Gaslight Cafe, and he’s a terrific singer—direct, emo- 
tional, and pure. Isaac, the Guatemalan-born actor and musician who 
plays him, has hooded dark eyes set off here by a thick beard and 
unruly black hair (he’s like Lenny Bruce as a hipster rabbinical stu- 
dent). He gives Llewyn an earnest, dweeby-sexy Everyman solidity. 
But Inside Llewyn Davis is about how life has played a cosmic joke 
on Llewyn. The quiet, humble folk scene, though no one really knows 
it yet, is fading; it’s about to be washed over by the tidal wave of 
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A sampling of critics from across 
the country grade 10 current releases 
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EW READER GRADES come from the Front Row, EW’s online reader panel. If you'd like to join, go to frontrowpanel.com/join. 
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WATCH ON TV 


Out of the Furnace 


STARRING Christian Bale, 


Casey Affleck, Woody Harrelson 
DIRECTED BY Scoit Cooper R,1HR., 56 MINS. 


Life is cheap in Braddock, Pa., a 
boarded-up rust-belt town of 
closing steel mills and busted 
dreams. The only thing left to 
count on is family. That’s the 
message that Scott Cooper’s 
Out of the Furnace returns to 
with harrowing frequency and 
force. Like 1978’s The Deer 
Hunter, Cooper’s devastating 
death trip nails the bond 
between two no-hope men 
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andiGasey Affleck 
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pushed to violent extremes. 
Christian Bale’s Russell is a 
decent ex-con who can’t catch a 
break. Casey Affleck’s Rodney is 
his scarred younger brother, 
who’s just back from Iraq and is 
easy prey for Harlan DeGroat 
(Woody Harrelson), a skeevy 
sadist who dangles quick cash 
to get Rodney to brawl in a 
bloody bare-knuckle fight. 
When Rodney vanishes, Russell 
follows his trail deep into the 
Appalachians to make DeGroat 
pay. All of the actors (including 
Zoé Saldana as Bale’s ex) are 
remarkable. But it’s Bale, and 
his almost biblical quest for 
justice, who burns his way into 
your soul. 
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Netflix Movie Is a Winner 


The streaming giant chooses kids’ golf doc The Short Game for its first 
original documentary. —KAREN VALBY 


If you're a fan of exuberant, throat-gripping docs like Spellbound and Brooklyn 
Castle, let me introduce you to a new must-watch pleasure. In The Short Game, 
which won the SXSW Audience Award, director Josh Greenbaum follows the 

lives of the world’s best 7- and 8-year-old golfers as they compete in the annual 
World Championship of Junior Golf. Worried that you’re not a fan of golf, or of 
precociously talented kids, for that matter? Don’t be. The eight athletes, including 
Anna Kournikova’s delightful showman of a little brother, Allan, are complex, driven, 
tender subjects. And their relationships with their parents, who suffer along with 
them, some more messily than others, are sympathetic too. Greenbaum structures 
his high-stakes film beautifully—the ending is a joyful surprise. (Netflix will 
premiere The Short Game on Dec. 12.) A 
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Josh Brolin 
in Oldboy 


Forest Whitaker 
and Angela Bassett in 


@ a Bee Nativity 


R, 2HRS., 14 MINS. 
Agonizingly magnificent. As a free black man sold 
into slavery, the great Chiwetel Ejiofor places us right 
inside his skin. A. -OWEN GLEIBERMAN 


R, 2HRS., 4 MINS. 

In 1999, The Best Man was a fresh comedy of love 

and backbiting. The sequel is like a better-written 

Tyler Perry movie: too many crises rooted in too 

much recycled backstory. But the actors are winning. 
—OWEN GLEIBERMAN 


PG, 1 HR., 35 MINS. 

A heavy-handed and melodramatic Christmas musi- 
cal starring Jennifer Hudson, Forest Whitaker, and 
Angela Bassett. Some of the songs are stirring, but 
the rest is schmaltz. C -cHRIS NASHAWATY 


R, 1HR., 57 MINS. 
Matthew McConaughey gives a harrowing perfor- 
mance as a good ol’ boy diagnosed with HIV in the 
early days of the AIDS epidemic. 

—CHRIS NASHAWATY 


PG-13, 1 HR., 45 MINS. 
That fast-talking firecracker Vince Vaughn seems like 
he’s sleepwalking through this uninspired remake of 
a Canadian import about a loser whose past as a 
serial sperm donor catches up with him. 

—CHRIS NASHAWATY 
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OLDBOY: HILARY BRONWYN GAYLE; BLACK NATIVITY: PHIL BRAY; DELIVERY MAN: JESSICA MIGLIO 
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1. The Hunger Games: 


Catching Fire 


Katniss & Co, held strong atop the chart 
(and broke the Thanksgiving 

weekend record) with $74.2 million. 
The film has done $296.3 million 
domestically after just 10 days. 


The Top 20 e 
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$17,819 


FROZEN 

Disney's $150 million animated 
musical pulled in a cool $93.9 
million in its first five days of 
wide release, easily besting 

the studio's last princess film, 
Tangled, which earned an 
already impressive $68.7 million 
over the same period in 2010. 


$18,009 — 


THOR: THE DARK WORLD 


$1L.1 


3,286 


$3,373 


4 $186.7 


THE BEST MAN HOLIDAY 


$8.2 


1717 


$4,760 


3 $63.1 


HOMEFRONT 

Jason Statham’s latest knuckle- 
buster corralled a paltry $9.7 mil- 
lion over the extended holiday 
weekend, but like most of the 
British brawler’s films, it was 
cheap to make—the budget 
came in at a mere $22 million. 


$6.9 


2,572 
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The Crazy Ones 


WHEN THEY DEBUTED, we thought 
we might hate them. The ditzy 


e 
Give These blondes. The malevolent horsemen. 
The cranked-up-to-1l scenes of 
Shows a Second Robin Williams’ improv. But as 
Chance these fall TV series we doubted 


developed beyond their pilot epi- 


We weren’t so sure about this crop of five new sodes, they began to grow on us: We 
fall series—but to our surprise, they’ve laughed at uterus jokes and rooted 
ripened quite nicely. for telekinetically gifted teens. 

By Jeff Jensen and Melissa Maerz Here’s what changed our minds. 


RICHARD CARTWRIGHT/FOX 


DARREN MICHAELS/CBS 


THE CRAZY ONES 

THURSDAYS, 9 P.M., CBS 

Why We Doubted It Watching 
Williams wind all the way up and 
riff his way through a Scotsman- 
impersonating, silly-face-making 
tizzy while Sarah Michelle Gellar 
force-smiles her way through the 
whole thing? It sounded exhaust- 
ing. Also, we’ve already seen The 
Crazy Ones’ James Wolk on Mad 
Men, and if you can watch only 
one show about an ad agency, 
this ain’t gonna he it. 

How It Surprised Us Gellar makes 
an unexpectedly good straight 
woman as Sydney, the uptight 
daughter to Williams’ berserker 
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executive. What Williams spews 
forth in ad-lib overdrive she 
makes up for in restraint, with 
silent, pained grimaces that say 
much more than Daddy’s tirades. 
Plus, considering her weirdo 
slow dance to the Bangles’ 
“Eternal Flame,” we’re just start- 
ing to plumb Sydney’s neuroses. 
“T’m nuts,” she admits, shrug- 
ging. “Who knew?” B 


MOM 

MONDAYS, 9:30 P.M., CBS 

Why We Doubted It It was another 
conventional comedy from 
conventional-comedy mogul 
Chuck Lorre—except about a 


BROWNIE HARRIS/FOX 
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recovering wild-child alcoholic 
(Anna Faris) with a still-wild alco- 
holic mother (Allison Janney), a 
pregnant daughter (Sadie Calva- 
no), anda married-man boyfriend/ 
boss (Nate Corddry). Hilarity from 
such heavy stuff seemed unlikely. 
How It Surprised Us By minimizing 
the workplace affair and focusing 
on the complex mother-daughter 
relationship at its core, Mom pro- 
duces poignant, character-driven 
laughs. Janney is sensational, 
especially in recent relapse and 
menopause episodes, and Faris is 
an effortlessly appealing, versa- 
tile comedian. You can easily see 
the next-gen Roseanne it wants to 
be. Hopefully it’ll get there. B+ 


SLEEPY HOLLOW 

MONDAYS, 9 P.M., FOX 

Why We Doubted It From the start, 
Sleepy Hollow was full of polished, 
poppy lunacy. The Headless 
Horseman with a machine gun! 
George Washington, Apocalypse 
Slayer! But the premise—buddy 
cops battling the end times in a 
small town—seemed limited. 
How long before the fish-out-of- 
water humor of man-out-of-time 
Ichabod Crane (Tom Mison) got 
old? And the Headless Horseman 
with a machine gun? That’s not a 
villain with legs, let alone a brain. 
How It Surprised Us Two words: 
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Nicole Beharie. Her turn as 
Ichabod’s partner/modern-times 
tutor grounds the gonzo with 
humanity, and her chemistry with 
Mison makes them pure fun to be 
around. A team of compelling 
Armageddon resistance fighters 
is emerging—John Noble’s sin 
eater is a nice addition—and the 
mythology is harebrained fun. 
The Boston Tea Party was really 
about stealing a portal to hell?! 
Revolutionary indeed. B+ 


THE TOMORROW PEOPLE 
WEDNESDAYS, 9 P.M., THE CW 
Why We Doubted It The network’s 
gloss on young mutants fighting 
forces bent on exterminating 
them played like store-brand 
X-Men. The outsider/double- 
agent protagonist (Robbie 
Amell) was intriguing, but the 
archetypes felt formulaic. 

How It Surprised Us The Tomorrow 
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Sleepy Hollow 


THE TOMORROW PEOPLE: BARBARA NITKE/THE CW; TROPHY WIFE: DANNY FELD/ABC 


The 
Tomorrow 
People 


People fleshed out its world with 
episodes spotlighting interest- 
ing characters and allowing a 
strong supporting cast—espe- 
cially Mark Pellegrino as the 
conflicted villain—to shine. Big 
themes (racism, sexism, other- 
ness) have been handled sharply 
and subtly. The powers are used 
imaginatively, enhancing the 
fights and even the love triangle: 
Why wouldn’t Cara (Peyton List) 
want to have superintimate tele- 
pathic/telekinetic supersex with 
emotionally available Stephen 
(Amell) when her haunted boy- 
friend, John (Luke Mitchell), 
keeps shutting her out? You 
didn’t see that on Gossip Girl. B+ 


TROPHY WIFE 

TUESDAYS, 9:30 P.M., ABC 

Why We Doubted It That title! 
Not only does it sound like some 
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vengeful-ex-wife movie from 
the ’90s (starring Goldie Hawn), 
it’s also just sexist. Why should 
we root for Kate (Malin Aker- 
man), the third Mrs. Harrison to 
her husband (Bradley Whitford), 
if she’s a “trophy”? It didn’t help 
that Kate grabbed her own 
breasts in the pilot, calling them 
“peaches.” 

How It Surprised Us The whole cast 
is funny, and not in a catfight- 
comedy way. Marcia Gay Harden 
could ice-pick you with her cold- 
ness as wife No. 1, and Michaela 
Watkins brings transcendent hip- 
pie weirdness to wife No. 2. And 
despite the title, the previous 
wives have developed a begrudg- 
ing respect for Kate. If nothing 
else, watch for scene-stealer 
Albert Tsai as Bert, the only boy 
ever to make lines like “Ouch, my 
uterus!” sound witty. B 


CRAIG SJODIN/ABC (7) 
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THE BACHELOR: FIRST LOOK 


Meet Juan & 
Pablo’s Women 


Did Juan Pablo Galvais, 32, sign on to The Bachelor for the 
Right Reasons? Maybe, but you won't hear the Venezuelan 
soccer (oh, sorry, football) player say it. “Juan Pablo wasn’t 
really paying attention when he was on [The Bachelorette], 
and he left pretty darn early, so it was like coming in with 

a rookie,” says host Chris Harrison. “If | tried to get him to 
say one of the cliché lines of The Bachelor vernacular, he’d 
laugh and say, ‘I don’t understand who says this kind of 
stuff’” Not that we'll be watching to hear Juan Pab’s pearls 
of wisdom anyway. “He’s definitely one of the sexiest 
Bachelors ever,” Harrison says. “He’s got the ridiculous body, 
the accent, and the Latin-lover thing. Women are going to 
swoon when they see him.” They'll also cry, sing, and 

strip. For a preview, Harrison highlights five women to 
watch when the ABC series premieres on Jan. 6 at 8 p.m. 
—JESSICA SHAW 
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YOUR FREEDOM 


with electronic cigarettes. 
No Odor, No Ash 
No Tobacco Smoke, Only Vapor 
On-the-Go Rechargeable Pack 


NEW PACK 


AVAILABLE 
NATIONWIDE! 


Visit us at blucigs.com/store-locator 


CLASSIC 
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j DEC. 9-15 


WhattoWatch 


A day-to-day guide to notable programs” BY JESSICA SHAW 


Damian 
Lewis 


Homeland 


SUNDAY, DEC. 15 | 9-10PM | SHOWTIME 


her meds, and sneaky-smoking. Saul’s juggling a cheating wife, a scheming senator gunning for his 
job, and Brody's mission. And Dana is cleaning motel rooms—really? Wouldn’t Dana be the grumpiest 
maid ever? She doesn’t even clean her own room. Yes, it’s been a perplexing season, and Homeland 
is going into its final hour. The big question: Brody has survived longer than viewers (and even the 
show's writers) expected. Will this season send him to the great intelligence briefing in the sky? Or 
will Carrie manage to Argo him out of Iran and back to her sex cabin? Even if Brody does perish, 
we vote for Showtime to bring him back in season 4 as Carrie's clozapine-induced Jedi-like spectral 
mentor. -JAMES HIBBERD 


DIDIER BAVEREL/SHOWTIME 


*TIMES ARE EASTERN STANDARD AND SUBJECT TO CHANGE 


THE GREAT CHRISTMAS LIGHT FIGHT: GREG ZABILSKI/ABC; SIX BY SONDHEIM: JERRY JACKSON/HBO 


TAP:EACH 
DAY: FOR 
PROGRAMS 


SERIES DEBUT (From left) 
® Michael Moloney 
with Michelle and 
Andrew Blount 


The Great Christmas 
Light Fight 

ABC 

It would be easy to call these Christmas fanatics crazy for 
taking their hobby—blinging out their homes with lights— 
to the extreme, but the jolly spirit of the competing fami- 
lies is pretty darn delightful. Sure, it’s a relatively uninspired 
premise (holidays + need for competition series = show 
about competing holiday decorations!) and it has an over- 
the-top judge in Michael Moloney, but the families’ creative 
light displays are indeed jaw-dropping. Santa and his elves 
would be proud. B —SHIRLEY LI 


SEASON PREMIERE 

Sleepy Hollow 

Fox The Sing-Off 

The X-Files, Ray Donovan, and NBC 

even The Simpsons have had’em. | Nick Lachey, Jewel, Shawn 

Yep, it’s the golem episode! Stockman, and Ben “Best Music 
Judge on TV” Folds weigh in on 
this season's new groups. 


*TIMES ARE EASTERN STANDARD AND SUBJECT TO CHANGE 


Hostages 

CBS 

Brian sees evidence of Ellen and 
Duncan getting close. Listen, he 
had to know that blackmail, 


attempted murder, anda presidential- 
assassination attempt could turn 
anyone into lovers. 


Six by Sondheim 

HBO 

A delicious deep dive into six 
Stephen Sondheim songs. Theater 
geeks will relish each story, 
including how he wrote lyrics to 
“Something's Coming” in one day. 
Bonus: America Ferrera, Jeremy 
Jordan, and Darren Criss perform 
“Opening Doors,” Sondheim's only 
autobiographical song. A 


Jean genie: 
Britney Spears 


Britney 
Spears 


Brit ney Jean 
POP (RCA) 


SPEARS: MICHELANGELO DI BATTISTA 


SPEARS: ED RODE/FILMMAGIC.COM; WILL.LAM: SAMIR HUSSEIN/WIREIMAGE.COM. 
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EVEN NOW, HAVING just celebrated her 32nd birthday, Britney Spears 
remains as enigmatic as the Disney-groomed, emotionally insulated 
teen who greeted us in the late ’90s. It’s part of why we treasure her: 
the feeling that even as she sings her most seductive or inventive 
songs, the real Brit’s off dreaming her unknowable dreams. Britney 
Jean, which takes its title from her family nickname and has been 
billed as the most “personal” of her eight albums, tells you virtually 
bubkes about her struggles over the years. But in just 10 tidy songs, 
it brings us closer than ever before to that distant dreamer. 

Of course, since it’s a Britney Spears album executive-produced 
by will.i.am in 2013, it also happily indulges the fantasies of 
endorphin-seeking EDM fans. Brit promises she “won't stop till you 
breathe heavy” on “Body Ache,” a David Guetta track that nearly 
builds to a clobbering house beat, then cannily falls back. Thor’s 
hammer comes down instead on the other Guetta collaboration, “It 
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PERFUME 
A‘stalker 
fantasy 
that:soars 


CHILLIN’ 
WITH YOU 
Atouching 
sibling duet 


BEYONCE: BUDA MENDES/GETTY IMAGES; SNOOP LION: DAVID LIVINGSTON/GETTY IMAGES; CLARKSON: MIKE WINDLE/GETTY IMAGES 


MOVIE ‘WHAT TO MUSIC 
REVIEWS WATCH ON TV REVIEWS 
TAP: THE AUDIO ICON TO HEAR SAMPLE 


ALSO AVAILABLE 


SINGLES 


C WILL.I.AM FEAT. 
MILEY CYRUS, 
FRENCH MONTANA, AND 
WIZ KHALIFA “Feelin’ 
Myself” Once upon a time, 
they called it flossin’: A 
mellow will.i.am flaunts a 
candy-painted G-funk beat, 
along with two of hip-hop’s 
breeziest MCs—and, of 
course, Miley, whose dirty 
nursery raps perfectly com- 
plement those of her patron. 
You don’t need to take it 
seriously. But you should 
turn it up. B+ —NICK CATUCCI 


ARIANA GRANDE 

“Love Is Everything” 
Wearing out those Mariah 
Carey Christmas albums? 
Maybe it’s time to emanci- 
pate Mimi from your holiday 
playlists and sub in the 
(also) honey-voiced Grande. 
She belts her 20-year-old 
heart out on this seasonal 
gem, complete with catchy 
beat and uplifting choir. 
A 


rd BRUCE SPRINGSTEEN 

“High Hopes” Bruce 
obsessives may remember 
this cover (by the now- 
defunct band Havalinas) 
from the 1996 E Street 
reunion doc Blood Brothers, 
but it wasn’t formally 


SAMPLING COURTESY OF ITUNES 


recorded until his current 
touring guitarist/fellow 
rabble-rouser Tom Morello 
encouraged it. “High Hopes,” 
from Springsteen’s just- 
announced album of the 
same name, due Jan. 14, 
would sound like any other 
blue-collar end-of-days 
stomp if not for the Rage 
Against the Machine 
axman’s cluster bombs of 
feedback—and a charred 
solo that matches the 
Boss’ underdog growl. B+ 
—KYLE ANDERSON 


BEYONCE “God Made 

You Beautiful” Queen B 
recorded this song for her 
daughter, Blue Ivy, and 
indeed, its inspirational vibe 
is very “Simba being pre- 
sented to the pride in The 
Lion King.” But beneath all 
the pomp and glory is a fairly 
run-of-the-mill R&B ballad 
that feels a little too safe for 
America’s preeminent diva— 
especially when she's been 
releasing new music so 
sparingly. B -RAY RAHMAN 
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Saturday Night Live 
ONE DIRECTION 


MONDAY DEC9 


JACK JOHNSON 


TUESDAY DEC10 


DeGeneres 
PHOENIX 


THE HEAD AND 
THE HEART 


Late Night With 
Jimmy Fallon 

IRON AND WINE 
WITH CALEXICO 
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AS THE FRONTMAN of the Smiths 
and as a solo artist, Morrissey 
has managed to capture the 
radiant glow of sadness in ways 
that few rock icons have. Now 
the man who gave us “Heaven 
Knows I’m Miserable Now” 
has channeled that gorgeous 
misery into Autobiography, a 
bracing, beautiful tour de force 
of a rock memoir. 

His tale begins in ’60s Man- 
chester, a blighted sub-working- 
class town. There grew Steven 
Morrissey, an aimless and per- 
petually melancholy youth. 
The operatic heartbreak that 
would later inform the Smiths’ 
best songs sprang from his 
everyday tragedies—the pain 
of divorce, the passing of too- 
young family members, and the 
alienation that comes from 
sexual confusion. He was saved 
through pop music, eventually 
finding a compatriot in guitar- 
Autobio 2 hr ist Johnny Marr and forming a 

er Pp: y band of his own. The passages 
Morrissey on the blooming of the Smiths 

MEMOIR and their harrowed existence— 

By Kyle Anderson huge in the U.K. but constantly 


PETE CRONIN/REDFERNS/GETTY IMAGE 
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under fire from critics, con- 
temporaries, and suits alike— 
deftly convey his eternal inner 
struggle, wavering between 
the ecstasy of finding his voice 
and the angst over bad busi- 
ness decisions and fractured 
friendships. 

Autobiography is not divided 


MEMORABLE LINES 


“As David Bowie appears, 
the child dies. The vision is 
profound—a sanity heralding 
the coming of consciousness 
from someone who—at last!— 
transcends our gloomy 
coal-fire existence.” 


into chapters, a structural chal- 
lenge that makes the propul- 
sion of the prose all the more 
important. Even as Morrissey’s 
romanticism turns to hostility 
during his transition from the 
Smiths to a solo career, his way 
with words remains wonder- 
fully lush. Sideways skids into 
topics like animal cruelty feel 
pulsating and alive, especially 
when his gallows humor lifts 
the mood. It’s those glimpses 
of light in the darkness that 
make Autobiography spry, and 
they reflect Morrissey’s great- 
est gift as a frontman: Even 
when he’s spewing bile, his 
poetic raconteur’s soul keeps 
him lovable. A 


Morrissey (center) 
performing with 
e Smiths in 1984 


TAP. TO-READ 
AN: EXCERPT. 
FROM: 
AUTOBIOGRAPHY. 
BY MORRISSEY. 
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A Book for Every Cook 


Whether you're a kitchen novice or a seasoned pro, you'll find something 
in this year’s crop of cookbooks. —ADAM MARKOVITZ 


ag® 


The Four & ; Franny’s: Simple : Ivan Ramen: Love, 
Twenty Blackbirds : Seasonal Italian Obsession, and Recipes 
Pie Book i Andrew Feinberg, Francine; From Tokyo's Most 
Emily Elsen & : Stephens & Melissa Clark ; Unlikely Noodle Joint 
Melissa Elsen : Think Brooklyn Italian food is still : Ivan Orkin with Chris Ying 


Don't worry, there areno actual —: all red sauces and floppy pizza : You may never attempt his com- 
birds in the pastry recipes from : slices? Dig into this catalog of : plex ramen recipes, but reading 
this beloved NYC pie shop—just —: inventive crowd-pleasers—from — : about Orkin’s journey from “middle- 
luscious, Americana-inspired : festive crostini to picture-perfect : aged Jewish guy from Long Island” 
fillings like brown butter pumpkin: pizza—from the owners of one of : to Tokyo restaurant star is food for 
and sweet corn custard. : the borough’s hottest dining spots. : any gourmand's soul. 


Photograph by PHILIP FRIEDMAN 
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One Good Dish 

David Tanis 

Following his hit make-your- 
own-feast guides Heart of the 
Artichoke and A Platter of Figs, 
the New York Times columnist 
(and former Chez Panisse chef) 
focuses on homey single-plate 
wonders like Tunisian meatballs 
and winter minestrone. 


Yotam Ottolenghi & 

Sami Tamimi 

Simple yet swanky fare (sweet 
potato galettes; mixed 
mushrooms with cinnamon and 
lemon) abounds in the British- 
Israeli restaurateurs’ debut 
collection, now available in the 
US. after the surprise success 
of last year’s Jerusalem. 


The Pioneer Woman 
Cooks: A Year of Holidays 
Ree Drummond 

The blog superstar shares 
homespun holiday recipes such 
as a “cheese ball of death” for 
Halloween and red velvet 
pancakes for Valentine's Day. 
Sauces & Shapes 

Oretta Zanini De Vita & 
Maureen B. Fant 

If old-school Italian pasta sauces 
like sardine and raisin or chicken 
giblets ragu aren’t part of your 
regular pasta rotation, they 
will be after you pick up this 
encyclopedia of cucina italiana. 


: Spain 

i Jeff Koehler 
: Watch your backs, Italy and 

: France. The home of jamén ibérico 
: and paella is fast becoming 

i Europe's new culinary mecca 

: thanks to the kinds of familiar- 

: meets-foreign dishes—artichoke 

: egg tortilla, duck with pears— 

: featured in this book from the 

: Barcelona-based food writer. 
Ottolenghi: The Cookbook : 
: Treme: Stories and 

: Recipes From the 

: Heart of New Orleans 

: Lolis Eric Elie 

: A staff writer for HBO's Treme, 

: New Orleans native Elie gives a 
: gourmet tour of his hometown 

: that includes savory gumbo and 
: crawfish recipes from some of 

i the city’s greatest chefs. 


: Vedge: 100 Plates 

: Large and Small 

: That Redefine 

: Vegetable Cooking 

: Rich Landau & Kate Jacoby 

: Warm ramp hummus and 

: portobello frites are a few of the 
: vegan showstoppers perfected in 
; the kitchen of award-winning 
Philadelphia restaurant Vedge. 
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The Bullseye 


Here's ‘a look:at the pop culture:news that was right-on target , READ 
this week—and the events: that missed the mark CAPTION: 


DUFF: PAUL ARCHULETA/FILMMAGIC.COM; ANCHORMAN 2: THE LEGEND CONTINUES: GEMMA LAMANA; ROSEANNE BARR: ETHAN MILLER/GETTY IMAGES; BELLO: GAVIN BOND/NBC; JAMES FRANCO: JKING/ 
FAMEFLYNET PICTURES; RUPAUL'S DRAG RACE: LOGAN ALEXANDER/LOGO; AMAZON OCTOCOPTER: AFP PHOTO/AMAZON; COLLINS: ACTION PRESS/STARTRAKSPHOTO.COM; OUTKAST: BIG BOI/INSTAGRAM; 
ONE DIRECTION: KEVIN MAZUR/WIREIMAGE.COM; CHAMPION: DESI/AKM-GS!; OSBOURNE: EARL GIBSON Ill/WIREIMAGE.COM:; FIFTY SHADES OF GREY: RICHARD BEETHAM/SPLASH NEWS; ARROW: CATE 
CAMERON/THE CW; MUPPET: DISNEY 
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| TAP YEAR TO READ : 
ABOUT THE COVER STORY : 


JULIA ROBERTS ON 
STEVE CARELLON. 
MERYL STREP ON 


STEPHEN KING ON 


DEC. 16, 2011 

DANIEL RADCLIFFE TALKED ABOUT PREPPING FOR THE 
MUSICAL HOW TO SUCCEED IN BUSINESS WITHOUT REALLY 
TRYING. “When | first met with the director, | said, ‘The 
singing I’ve been working on for a while. But you won't 
get me to dance. Please erase any idea of that happening 
from your mind’ He said, ‘We have a year—let’s see what 
you can do then’ And it turns out you can do quite a lot 
if you just put the hours in. But it was 11 months of non- 
stop fear, 11 months of ‘Oh, God, I’m still not good at 
this.’ | say this with no false modesty: | come off stage 
every night and still go, ‘I can’t believe | did that.” 


TAP TO READ FULL STORY ON EW.COM 
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AN 18-YEAR-OLD LINDSAY LOHAN FRONTED EW'S “BREAKOUTS” 
COVER AND ADDRESSED HER PARTY-GIRL REPUTATION. “| go 
to aclub, and yeah, sometimes dance on a stool just 
because it’s fun.” Lohan says the media’s fascination 
with rumors—which, incidentally, is the title of her 
angry first single—doesn't really trouble her. “I’m kind 
of glad all that happened, because people know that 

I'm a real person and | deal with real issues.” 

TAP TO READ FULL STORY ON EW.COM 
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DEC. 11, 1998 

FELICITY’S SCOTT FOLEY TALKED ABOUT COSTAR KERI 
RUSSELL’S SUDDEN FAME FOLLOWING THE SHOW’S 
MUCH-HYPED FIRST SEASON. “She’s humble to the 
point that you think it’s an act, but it’s not,” testifies 


2! 
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i Foley. “She received a framed cover of a magazine 
BS she was on, and she didn’t know what to do with it. 


She didn’t want to put it on her wall, and she didn’t 
want to send it to her mom for her wall. So she asked 
the makeup people if they wanted it.” He shrugs his 
shoulders: “She's very unaffected by all of this.” 
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ABOUT THE COVER STORY : 


Are the Spice & Be 


Girlsin Trouble? \ ia 


DOES 


LIVE UP TO THE HYPE 
OR DIE TRYING? 


Is Stéven Spielberg’s 
New Epic Stolen? The 
Inside Story Behind The 
Bitter Hollywood Brawl 


AMISTAD DIRECTOR STEVEN SPIELBERG SHARED HIS INITIAL 
HESITATION TO TAKE ON THE HISTORICAL DRAMA ABOUT AN 
1839 SLAVE-SHIP UPRISING. The last time he’d ventured 
into African-American literature—with his adaptation 
of Alice Walker's The Color Purple in 1985—critics had 
treated him like a Caucasian carpetbagger. “I expressed 
to [producer Debbie Allen] that | didn’t feel comfortable 
in telling the story,” Spielberg concedes. “And she was 
very compelling in her arguments to convince me to 
look beyond color and race. If | was interested in telling 
this story, nothing should stop me from telling it.” 

TAP TO READ FULL STORY ON EW.COM 
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FRIENDS’ BREAKOUT STAR JENNIFER ANISTON WEIGHED IN 
ON THE HIT SITCOM’S MARKETING MACHINE. “We're going 
to turn into McDonald's! Man, [the Warner Bros. TV 
marketers] gotta ease up. They're taking the class of 
the show and turning it into a media circus.” 

TAP TO READ FULL STORY ON EW.COM 


